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Ballesteros, Montgomerie, Garcia... they’ve all played Druids Glen,
host to the Irish Open for four consecutive years. Follow in their footsteps.

Autumn
Green Fees
from €40

PER PERSON SHARING

Stay & Play
2 B&B, Dinner on 1 Evening
& 2 Rounds of Golf pp

from €274

PER PERSON SHARING

Newtownmountkennedy, Co. Wicklow, Ireland | T. 01 287 0812 | www.druidsglenresort.com

EDITOR’S COMMENT...

Harrington and McGinley
wonderful ambassadors
t a time when Irish golf has much to celebrate, it is opportune
to acknowledge the wonderful example set by two of our
finest golfing trailblazers...Padraig Harrington – Ireland’s first
three-time major winner – and Paul McGinley – Ireland’s first Ryder
Cup captain.
They both grew up in Rathfarnham on Dublin’s southside and attended the same secondary
school....they’ve shared a passion for gaelic games and golf since their early years....they both won the
Irish Amateur Close Championship, and they were members of the GB&I Walker Cup side which faced
an American team featuring Phil Mickelson and David Duval at Portmarnock in 1991.
The Dubliners both turned professional, four years apart, and developed their talents under the
expert eye of Scottish swing guru Bob Torrance.
In 1997 they dovetailed superbly to produce a famous Irish victory in the World Cup of Golf at
Kiawah Island in South Carolina.
They were both members of three consecutive, and victorious, European Ryder Cup teams and
memorably joined forces to defeat Tiger Woods & Davis Love by 4&3 in a crucial foursomes duel on
the second day of the 2004 Matches at Oakland Hills in Detroit.
Padraig Harrington and Paul McGinley are, indeed, consummate professionals and great
ambassadors for Irish golf, for European golf, for the game of golf.
Ireland’s recent avalanche of major victories was kickstarted by Harrington. He bridged a 60-year
gap since our only other major triumph with his sensational play-off victory over Sergio Garcia in
The Open Championship at Carnoustie in 2007.
Within thirteen months Harrington was a three-time major
winner, which raised expectations considerably and served as
a great source of inspiration to our more recent major
champions G-Mac, Rory McIlroy and Darren Clarke.
Paul McGinley will also act as a great source of inspiration
when he proudly leads Europe into battle against the Americans
in the Ryder Cup Matches at Gleneagles in September.
With his respect and passion for the game, his integrity and
leadership qualities, Paul McGinley is an inspired choice for the
role. It’s a richly deserved honour.
Harrington and McGinley. Two class acts.
Yours in Golf,
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FRONT COVER: Rory McIlroy in action as
he closed-in on his third major victory at
The Open Championship at Hoylake in
July.
Photo taken by Reuters-Action Images
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Low/back CG:
High launch, optimal spin and increased MOI
for added forgiveness and consistency.

Lighter Swingweights:
Weight closer to the heel and lighter
swingweights help improve shot bend
by 12 yards compared to the G30
standard driver.

New T9S titanium face:
Higher strength/weight ratio
produces a thinner face and
higher ball speeds.

Straight Flight Technology:
Engineered for players whose
shots typically end up right of
the intended target.

Trajectory Tuning +
adjustable hosel:
5 loft settings to
optimize trajectory.

High-balance-point shaft:
Allows for a heavier head to
increase energy transfer and
inertia for more distance.

©2014 PING P.O. BOX 82000 PHOENIX, AZ 85071

Fueled by patented Turbulator Technology and a new face material, the G30 adjustable driver is PING’s
longest, most forgiving driver ever. In wind tunnel testing, crown turbulators are proven to reduce
aerodynamic drag and increase clubhead speed. The T9S titanium face is thinner for higher ball
speeds, and it’s lighter to keep the CG low and back for optimal launch and spin. The low/back CG
– a proven PING innovation – also increases MOI for unmatched consistency. With 5 loft settings
and high-balance-point shaft technology, the G30 is the fastest way to longer, more accurate
drives. Visit a PING Fitting Specialist or ping.com. You’ll be better for it.
®

Following his victory in this year’s Open
Championship at Hoylake RORY McILROY now
just needs the Masters Green Jacket to join the
elite group of five golfers who have won all
four Majors...the career ‘Slam’.
Roll on springtime. Roll on Augusta!

TALE OF THE TAPE...NICKLAUS, WOODS & McILROY
JACK NICKLAUS
Date of Birth: 21st January 1940
Turned Professional: 1961
Won 1st Major: Age 22
(1962 US Open)
Won 2nd Major: Age 23
(1963 Masters Tournament)
Won 3rd Major: Age 23
(1963 USPGA Championship)
Career Majors Won: 18
4 | BACKSPIN

TIGER WOODS
Date of Birth: 30th December 1975
Turned Professional: 1996
Won 1st Major: Age 21
(1997 Masters Tournament)
Won 2nd Major: Age 23
(1999 USPGA Championship)
Won 3rd Major: Age 24
(2000 US Open)
Career Majors Won: 14

RORY McILROY
Date of Birth: 4th May 1989
Turned Professional: 2007
Won 1st Major: Age 22
(2011 US Open)
Won 2nd Major: Age 23
(2012 USPGA Championship)
Won 3rd Major: Age 25
(2014 Open Championship)
Career Majors Won: 4

I

s Rory McIlroy the real deal and would he
follow in Tiger’s jetstream and become a
serial major winner?
Or would his career follow a similar path to
golf’s nearly man Sergio Garcia, who was hailed
as the game’s next superstar as a teenager when
he produced a sensational performance that
nearly upstaged Tiger Woods in the 1999 USPGA
Championship at Medinah.
These were thoughts pondered by this writer
in an article in the summer 2009 issue of
BACKSPIN.
At the time Rory was in his second full season
as a tour player. He was finding his feet, making
impressive strides and a mirror image of Garcia

ten years earlier in 1999 when the Spaniard was
a rising 19-year-old.
Rory and Sergio exhibited the same youthful
exuberance and swagger as they set out to
conquer the world as young professionals
Remarkably, this year’s Open at Hoylake was
Sergio’s 61st attempt to crack the code in the
majors. The 34-year-old recorded his fourth
major runner-up finish while Rory marched to
his third major victory at the age of 25.
Rory has, indeed, followed in Tiger’s jetstream
and, if he remains fit and focused in the years
ahead, he definitely has the weaponry to
become one of golf’s highest achievers of
all time.
continued....

Above: Rory McIlroy engages with the
world’s golfing media in the press
centre after his Open Championship
victory at Hoylake in July.
Opposite page: Rory shows his delight
after sinking the winning putt in the
2014 Open at Hoylake, his third Major
Championship victory.

Story by
DECLAN O’DONOGHUE
Photographs by
REUTERS/ACTION IMAGES
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continued....

Below:
Rory surveys a putt during this year’s
Irish Open at Fota Island Resort,
appropriately attired prior to his midsummer announcement that he will
be available to represent Ireland in
the Olympic Games in Rio in 2016.
Photo by Reuters/Action Images

Victory in The Open at Hoylake in July
resulted in Rory becoming just the third golfer since The Masters was created in 1934 - to have
three major titles to his name at the age of 25.
For the record, Tom Morris Jnr won his third
British Open at the age of 19 in 1870, but pro
golf was a different ball game then with much
smaller fields and no Masters at Augusta.
And Gene Sarazen was 21 when he won his
third major (1923 PGA Championship) but,
again, there was no Masters then.
Rory shares this modern era distinction with
Jack Nicklaus, who was 23 when he won his
third major (1963 USPGA), and Tiger Woods, who
was 24 when he notched-up his third major title
at the US Open in 2000.
It’s all about winning Grand Slam events for
Rory now and he might already have a fourth
major in his locker by the time you read this, as
the magazine went to press prior to the PGA
Championship at Valhalla in August.
Looking ahead, his short term focus is on the
career ‘Slam’...winning all four major titles. He just
needs a Masters Green Jacket to complete this
remarkable feat.
Only five golfers in history have achieved the
career ‘Slam’...Gene Sarazen (1935), Ben Hogan
(1953), Gary Player (1965), Jack Nicklaus (1966)
and Tiger Woods (2000).
Looking further ahead, Rory could become
the dominant force in the game for the next
decade or more. Indeed, if he can quicken his
strike rate in the majors over the next few years
he will have golf’s most prolific multiple major
winners well within his sights.

Leading Multiple
Major winners
— Major winning period in brackets —

18

Jack Nicklaus (1962-1986)

14

Tiger Woods (1997-2008)

11

Walter Hagen (1914-1929)

9

Ben Hogan (1946-1953)
Gary Player (1959-1978)

8

Tom Watson (1975-1983)

7

Harry Vardon (1896-1914)
Gene Sarazen (1922-1935)
Bobby Jones (1923-1930)
Sam Snead (1942-1954)
Arnold Palmer (1958-1964)

6

Lee Trevino (1968-1984)
Nick Faldo (1987-1996)

5

John H. Taylor (1894-1913)
James Braid (1901-1910)
Byron Nelson (1937-1945)
Peter Thomson (1954-1965)
Seve Ballesteros (1979-1988)
Phil Mickelson (2004-2013)

4

Willie Park Snr (1860-1875)
Tom Morris Snr (1861-1867)
Tom Morris Jnr (1868-1872)
Willie Anderson (1901-1905)
Jim Barnes (1916-1925)
Bobby Locke (1949-1957)
Raymond Floyd (1969-1986)
Ernie Els (1994-2012)
Rory McIlroy (2011-2014)

3

Jamie Anderson (1877-1879)
Bob Ferguson (1880-1882)
Tommy Armour (1927-1931)
Denny Shute (1933-1937)
Henry Cotton (1934-1948)
Ralph Guldahl (1937-1939)
Jimmy Demaret (1940-1950)
Cary Middlecoff (1949-1956)
Julius Boros (1952-1968)
Billy Casper (1959-1970)
Hale Irwin (1974-1990)
Larry Nelson (1981-1987)
Payne Stewart (1989-1999)
Nick Price (1992-1994)
Vijay Singh (1998-2004)
Padraig Harrington (2007-2008)
Stats updated after this year’s
USPGA Championship at Valhalla
(7th-10th August, 2014)
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Backspin Magazine’s top-10 Irish parkland courses.

Enjoy a royal welcome at

KNIGHTSBROOK
Hotel Spa & Golf Resort
WOODBROOK
WOODBROOK G
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s Famous 18-hole championship course
s Excellent dining & clubhouse facilities
s Superb venue for golf & a variety of social occasions
www.Woodbrook.ie

Trim, County Meath

A

superb venue for society outings,
Play & Stay breaks and daily green
fees. Enjoy great facilities and excellent
value.
For full details regarding the resort’s
facilities and packages log-on to...

www.knightsbrook.com
Tel: 046. 948 2100
NOW TAKING BOOKINGS FOR 2015
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ESSENTIALS
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hroughout this section, I am going to show you how
I have two shots for three key pitching yardages.
Remember, your wedges are your scoring clubs
and to get the ball close in different weather and
ground conditions, and when attacking different pin
locations, you need to have more than one option in your armoury.
For each key yardage, I have one full swing shot with more loft that
goes higher and stops quicker, and one slightly shorter swing shot
with less loft than ﬂies lower and spins less.

T

There are three factors I use to control the distance of my wedge
shots: the loft of my wedge, how far up or down the grip I set my
hands and how far back my arm swing goes. I need to stress that
you really don’t want to change your rhythm in any way, shape or
form to hit different yardages. I don’t like seeing guys taking a long
backswing and then decelerating into impact, that’s certainly not
the way to do it. Over the next three pages I’ll show you how to hit
one yardage with two clubs by keeping your rhythm the same and
controlling distance through the length of the swing and the loft.

Instruction by

Video
Graeme McDowell

“Having two shots
to every yardage is
a real must”

Pitching from 120 yards
1
2
0

From here, I either hit my 52˚ gap wedge or my 48˚ pitching wedge depending
on the conditions and the pin position. With my gap wedge, it will need to be a
ﬂat-out shot. There isn’t a huge amount of speciﬁc technique to this, it’s really
just a normal shot, but it is important to point out that this is maybe not my most
accurate shot, and its certainly not my most controlled. It’s not a great option
in the wind because with the extra clubhead speed comes more spin, and that
can cause the ball to balloon. But to a front pin or when I need spin to hold the
green, this is my best option. Otherwise I’ll move down into my 48˚ and go for
a shorter, more controlled swing, gripping down the shaft by an inch. That will
produce a better ﬂight that’s more under control with a little less spin.

In association
association with

1
0
0

Instruction by

Video
Graeme McDowell

The Chest
High Shot
I start by gripping down the
shaft by an inch at address. This
will shorten the arc of my swing,
removing a little of the speed
at impact. At the top of the
backswing, I feel like my arms
travel to chest high and through to
chest height in the ﬁnish. Through
years of practising this technique,
I know that with my 52˚ wedge,
the ball goes about 100 yards.
The key to this method is keeping
the rhythm nice and smooth. With
less clubhead speed at impact I
can produce a lower ﬂight with
less spin that’s great for accessing
back pin positions, or playing into
the wind.

Photography Kevin Murray

“Go down the grip
and shorten your
arm swing”

➜
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Pitching from 80 yards
The ﬁnal yardage I am going to talk about is 80 yards.
Again, I want two ways of hitting this distance: my 58˚
wedge I can still spin quite a bit from 80 yards with a
chest high swing, which is great for tight or front pins;
but again, to a back pin, that 58˚shot might spin too
much so for that I’ll use my 52˚wedge.

Instruction by

Video
Graeme McDowell

Using the bounc
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FOR PEOPLE WHO DON’T PLAY ON TOUR

THE NEW SRIXON AD333 TOUR FEATURES A SUPER-SOFT URETHANE COVER FOR
TOUR-LEVEL PRECISION COMBINING SUPERIOR DISTANCE, CONTROL AND FEEL;
SPIN SKIN ™ TECHNOLOGY FOR UP TO 20% INCREASED FRICTION WITH THE CLUB FACE
FOR MORE SPIN ON APPROACH SHOTS AND SHORT GAME CONTROL; HIGHLY RESILIENT
IONOMER MID-LAYER FOR REDUCED DRIVER SPIN, GREATER DISTANCE AND IMPROVED FEEL.

Showcasing Ireland’s magnificent
parkland golf product...
The Heritage
Co. Laois

Main photograph above shows the
spectacular Ballesteros Course at
The Heritage Resort in Co. Laois.

A

n imposing bronze statue of the legendary
Seve Ballesteros greets visitors at the entrance
to the Heritage Resort and sets the tone for a
wonderful experience.
First impressions are so important and in that
regard the exhilarating Ballesteros championship
course at the Heritage Resort has passed every test
with flying colours since it was unveiled to rave
reviews in 2004.
In a relatively short space of time this luxurious
5-star resort in the heart of County Laois has become
firmly established as one of Ireland's premier golf
and leisure retreats.
It has served as a superb host venue for several
prestigious events, including the 2007 Seve Trophy,
and major champions Nick Faldo, Vijay Singh, John
Daly and Padraig Harrington have showered
praise on the stunning Seve Ballesteros / Jeff Howes

designed jewel.
The Ballesteros Course is presented in
immaculate condition. It is a pleasure to play at any
time as the limestone land provides great drainage
ensuring a magnificent playing surface all year
round.
The multi-faceted resort is nestled at the foot of
the Slieve Bloom mountains, and it is located within
40 minutes of Dublin off the main Dublin - Cork M7
motorway.
Great practice and tuition facilities, a state-of-theart 38,000 sq ft clubhouse, a luxurious hotel
complete with opulent spa, and wonderful
recreational amenities combine to create a perfect
venue for golf outings, invigorating breaks,
conferences, private business meetings, product
launches and special family occasions.
Visit www.theheritage.com

The exhilarating Ballesteros championship course at The Heritage Resort has passed
every test with flying colours since it was unveiled to rave reviews in 2004.
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DRUIDS HEATH

Druids Glen Resort, Co. Wicklow

D

BALLESTEROS COURSE, HERITAGE RESORT

ruids Glen Resort, which embraces
the Druids Glen and Druids Heath
courses, enjoys a picture postcard
setting in the Garden of Ireland. Glorious
natural surroundings create an ideal
backdrop for total relaxation.
The style, imagery and atmosphere
one associates with world class golf and
leisure destinations is present in
abundance at Druids Glen Resort.
The resort echoes class. It offers two
magnificent championship courses,
excellent clubhouse amenities, top
quality teaching and practice facilities
along with the 5-star Druids Glen hotel.
Druids Glen’s charms and splendour
have a captivating influence on visitors,
and the facilities are matched by a
superior level of service.
The resort has gained many accolades
in its short and illustrious history.
The original Druids Glen course,
designed by Pat Ruddy and the late

Tom Craddock in the 1990s, gained
instant international recognition and
acclaim when it hosted the Irish Open
from 1996 to 1999 and the prestigious
Seve Trophy in 2002.
The contrasting Druids Heath course,
another outstanding Pat Ruddy design,
has also gained many admirers.
European Ryder Cup legends Seve
Ballesteros, Sergio Garcia and Colin
Montgomerie are just three top players
who have graced the resort's fairways.
The Druids Glen experience can be
enjoyed in various ways. You can simply
plan a round of golf with friends followed
by lunch or dinner...or arrange a group
outing and play either or both courses...or
treat yourself to the total experience by
availing of superb golf, luxurious
accommodation, fine hospitality and
excellent leisure facilities at the resort’s
hotel.
Visit www.druidsglenresort.com

DRUIDS GLEN
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contd.→

SLIEVE RUSSELL

Slieve Russell Hotel
Golf & Country Club
Co. Cavan

Mount Juliet
Co. Kilkenny
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S

lieve Russell Hotel Golf &
Country Club in Co. Cavan is
one of Ireland’s top 4-star
resorts. It offers the complete
package in terms of golf and
leisure facilities.
The Slieve Russell resort
boasts 222 luxury bedrooms, an
18 hole championship course,
9 hole academy course, a fine
clubhouse, impressive practice
facilities, the Setanta and Conall
Cearnach restaurants, Kells Bar,
Ciúin Spa and an extensive
swimming pool and leisure
complex.
The hotel also has a wide
range of meeting and function
rooms for all entertainment and
business needs.
The clubhouse, which is
attached to the main hotel
building, boasts numerous

facilities including a proshop,
baggage storage area,
comfortable ladies and gents
locker rooms with shower areas
and the Summit Bar &
Restaurant, which has
panoramic views over the golf
course. Buggy hire and club hire
are available.
Forming part of a
magnificent 300 acre estate,
including 50 acres of lakes, the
highly acclaimed 18-hole
championship course is
sensitively wrapped around the
lakes and the drumlins of the
County Cavan landscape.
The golf experience is
enhanced by the resort's
experienced and enthusiastic
PGA professional, Gordon
Smyth, who provides top class
tuition.

J

The accommodation is most
impressive. The 19 Suites, 2
Presidential Suites and all other
guest rooms are impeccably
furnished, offer every comfort
and create a feeling of relaxed
elegance. All rooms have TV
with digital in-room
entertainment and Internet
access.
Many of the rooms have
great views over the golf course
and the landscaped gardens.
Slieve Russell Resort hosts
one of the flagship events on
the PGA Irish region circuit each
year. It is an inspired choice of
venue for special golf events,
business and golf gatherings,
corporate and society outings,
family breaks, and stay & play
breaks.
Visit www.slieverussellgolf.ie

ack Nicklaus has designed many wonderful golf
courses around the world and Mount Juliet
ranks amongst his finest creations.
It was soon after he won his sixth Masters and
18th Major title in 1986 that Nicklaus set about
transforming the late Dr. Tim Mahony’s vision for
Mount Juliet Estate into glorious reality.
The stunning Co. Kilkenny resort has hosted
several international events, including the Irish Open
from 1993 to 1995, the Shell Wonderful World of
Golf in 1998 and the WGC-American Express
Championship in 2002 and 2004.
Mount Juliet is a magical destination with a
welcoming ambience and it is significant that the
resort’s Jack Nicklaus Signature Course has topped
all four of BACKSPIN’s biennial Irish parkland polls to
date by some distance.
BACKSPIN’s 2014 poll reflects the views of
75 experienced personalities in Irish golf. No fewer
than 32 voters awarded Mount Juliet their top
vote and 56 of the 75 panellists rated the course
amongst Ireland’s top-3 parkland jewels. A strong
endorsement of the Jack Nicklaus masterpiece.

Woodbrook

WOODBROOK

Co. Wicklow

Mount Wolseley
Co. Carlow

M

ount Wolseley Hotel Spa
& Golf Resort near
Carlow has become
firmly established as an attractive
option for golf groups and
organisers of business and
pleasure events.
The resort is located just one
hour from Dublin and within
comfortable driving distance for
golfers travelling from points as
far apart as the midlands, West, South, East
and North.
The challenging 18-hole Christy O’Connor
Junior designed championship course has
matured beautifully with age and offers
stunning views of the Carlow mountains and
countryside.
The whole emphasis at Mount Wolseley is
on providing a delightful getaway haven
where guests can enjoy superb golf, a wide
range of leisure amenities, luxurious
accommodation and relaxing dining in a
lovely home from home atmosphere.
Resort facilities include The Wolseley Spa,

MOUNT WOLSELEY
with 14 spacious treatment rooms, where
guests can enjoy the very best of Asian and
European treatments and services including
Swedish Massage, Exotic Wraps, Steam
Rooms, Floatations and Hammama.
Other amenities include a Leisure Club
with 20-metre swimming pool, jacuzzi, steam
room, sauna and gymnasium.
Many golf groups avail of attractive stay
and play packages. Luxury and comfort are
par for the course with every bedroom
decorated in its own individual style and
offering all mod cons.
Visit www.mountwolseley.ie

Of course, the beauty of Mount Juliet is that the golf
course is designed to provide a thrilling challenge
whether you are a tour pro or an ordinary mortal out to
have fun with corporate or society friends.
There are plenty of opportunities to play the course
as the club promotes a variety of attractive offers and
hosts lots of open competitions.
And for golfers planning a luxury stay and play break
Mount Juliet is a perfect destination. It is close to
Kilkenny and just an hour from Dublin.
The resort offers a great variety of sporting and
leisure amenities, along with luxury accommodation
and the highest standards of service.
The 1,500 acre Estate is a haven of peace and
tranquillity with various accommodation options,
including Mount Juliet House, which offers twenty-nine
beautifully presented bedrooms and two presidential
suites.
The hotel has excellent conference and event
facilities, a state-of-the-art leisure centre and a luxury
Spa, which provides traditional and alternative beauty
treatments.
Visit www.mountjuliet.ie/golf

W

oodbrook Golf Club has invested
heavily in a major course and
clubhouse refurbishment programme
in recent times and the transformation has
earned this famous club many new admirers
and enhanced the club’s appeal to event
organisers.
The club has embraced the changes
seamlessly. It has retained the character and
magic of a glorious era during the 1960s and
1970s when the club hosted some of the
biggest names in the worlds of sport and
showbusiness.
Woodbrook is steeped in history. Ten British
Open champions have played the course in
professional tournaments down the years...Fred
Daly, Bobby Locke, Max Faulkner, Kel Nagle,
Peter Thomson, Bob Charles, Roberto De
Vicenzo, Gary Player, Tony Jacklin and Tom
Watson (who visited in 1975, the month after
he scored the first of his eight major wins).
The landscape has evolved a lot since those
halcyon days and bringing the noted British
course designer Peter McEvoy on board in the
1990s to revamp the course was an inspired
decision.
McEvoy has brought the experiences
gained from a top flight amateur career to his
design work. He has enhanced the course in
so many ways and brought greater definition
to a wonderful golfing canvas.
The beautiful clifftop course features 18
sand-based, bent grass greens built to USGA
specifications and offers spectacular sea and
mountain views.
A thrilling championship course that’s easy
on the legs and so pleasing to the eye,
impressive new clubhouse facilities and keen
green fee rates combine to create a very
appealing package.
Woodbrook's legendary hospitality is
complemented by excellent catering services.
It is an excellent choice of venue for group
outings, special events and functions.
Visit www.woodbrook.ie

MOUNT JULIET
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Above: Ireland’s first three-time major winner,
Padraig Harrington.
Below: Michael Allan, a member of the Pure
Golf Leopardstown team of PGA professionals
at the Golf Centre.

hese are exciting times at the famous
Leopardstown Golf Centre as its 50th
anniversary coincides with a magical era
for Irish golf.
Rory McIlroy’s Open Championship victory
at Hoylake in July was the eighth major win by
an Irish golfer since 2007. This has established
Ireland as a real golfing superpower and
triggered a massive knock-on effect for the Irish
golf industry.
Padraig Harrington kickstarted this golden
era for Irish golf with his Open triumph at
Carnoustie in 2007. He added two more majors
within thirteen months.
Padraig’s midsummer successes in 2007 and
2008 resulted in a noticeable rise in participant
numbers at the Leopardstown Golf Centre,
particularly amongst juniors.
Then G-Mac got in on the act with his US
Open win in 2010, followed by Rory’s
breakthrough at Congressional in June 2011
and Darren Clarke’s Open Championship
victory a month later.
Irish golf was on a roll and Rory has
triggered another spectacular spike in
participant levels with his follow-up major wins
in the 2012 USPGA Championship and this
year’s Open Championship at Hoylake.

Now every young Irish golfer wants to be
the next Padraig, Darren, G-Mac or Rory and
why not? That’s the beauty of golf. We can all
dare to dream and have fun along the way!
And with more and more girls taking-up
golf, the spectacular progress of another young
Irish star, rookie European Ladies Tour player
Stephanie Meadow, is also a great source of
encouragement.
Over the years thousands of kids have taken
their first steps in the game at the
Leopardstown Golf Centre, and the facility
continues to fulfil an important role in the
growth of Irish golf by making the game
accessible and attractive to boys and girls of all
ages.
The centre provides coaching to over 1,000
kids each year. The focus at summer camps and
junior coaching programmes, run by the Pure
Golf Leopardstown team of PGA professionals,
is on providing kids with an enjoyable and
enlightening introduction to the game.
Of course, the fact that golf can be played
by all members of a family and enjoyed from
sunrise to sunset are factors that contribute
hugely to the popularity of the Golf Centre.

Exciting times for

50th anniversary coincides with Irish golf’s greatest era
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Leopardstown Golf Centre
FOXROCK, DUBLIN 18.

Ireland’s Premier
Game Improvement Centre
* State-of-the-art driving range
* 18-hole golf course
* Excellent practice & tuition facilities
* All-weather short game area
* Dedicated Putting Studio
* Pure Golf Leopardstown PGA pro shop
* Club & ball custom fitting services
* Golf fashion boutiques
* 100-seater Leopardstown Café

GREEN FEE RATES (18 HOLES)
Adults................................................................................€15
Students & Seniors....................................................€12
Juniors (aged 10-16 yrs).........................................€10
Twilight Rate (after 7pm) ......................................€10

The facility was the first of its kind in
Ireland when launched by British legend
John Jacobs in 1964 and it has gone from
strength to strength.
Over the last decade, the owners and
promoters, Horse Racing Ireland, have
invested heavily and transformed the
centre into a state-of-the-art facility geared
to fulfil the expectations and needs of
golfers on all levels.
The entire set-up is top class with the
emphasis on providing the total golf
experience in a family environment.
Golfers of all ages, aspirations and skill
levels have access to magnificent driving
range and short game practice facilities,
along with a complete suite of game
improvement services provided by the Pure
Golf team of PGA professionals.
The centre is a hive of activity at all
times. The 18-hole course is constantly busy
with lady society golfers and casual green
fees, while the game improvement
facilities attract all levels from beginners
and club golfers to top amateurs and
explosive talents with designs on
Photo of driving range taken by Pat Cashman
www.cashmanphotography.ie

conquering the world!
You can practice from morning to
evening in the fully automated 74-bay
floodlit driving range, with attractive bay
dividers offering greater privacy as you
work on your game.
You can also avail of the centre’s floodlit
tour-spec all-weather short game practice
facility, which offers great value at just
€5 for 45-minutes or €100 for annual
membership. A great gift idea.
Two fully equipped golf academy rooms
offer the latest tuition technology.
And you can introduce a real cutting
edge to your short game and make some
intriguing discoveries by booking a course
of lessons in the centre’s dedicated Putting
Studio.
For golfers living anywhere in the
Metropolitan area, Ireland’s Home of Golf
is conveniently situated just off Exit 14
southbound on the M50. The Golf Centre is
within 20-minutes drive of the Red Cow
roundabout and equidistant from such
golfing hotbeds as Bray, Greystones and
Delgany.

DRIVING RANGE
Large Basket of balls ...................................................€6
(This is a special rate between 8am-4pm Mon-Fri,
incl Bank Holiday Mondays)

Loyalty Card (top-up as you wish)

ALL-WEATHER PRACTICE FACILITY
Short game practice (45 mins).............................€5
Annual Membership Card .................................€100

JUNIOR GOLF COACHING
For details about tuition for junior golfers
contact the Pure Golf Leopardstown pro shop
on 01-2897452.

GOLF CENTRE OPENING HOURS:
Monday to Friday
8.00am - 10.00pm
Weekends & Bank Holiday (Mon)
8.00am - 7.00pm

Tel: 01-289 5341
Email: info@leopardstowngolfcentre.com

www.leopardstowngolfcentre.com

TURBO CHARGE YOUR GAME
WITH PING’S NEW

G

ame improvement technology
just keeps getting better and
better with leading equipment
brand PING breaking fresh
ground once again with its latest
product innovations.
PING has been introducing gamechanging technology for over half a
century and each year the challenge
for the company’s engineers is to find
new ways to assist golfers of all skill
levels lower their scores and, ultimately,
derive more enjoyment from the
game.
PING’s latest launch - the G30 series
- features speed-generating Turbulator
Technology that is geared to provide
golfers with measurable distance
gains without sacrificing key
performance attributes such as
control and forgiveness.
The emphasis is on significantly
increasing ball velocity and accuracy
through a combination of advanced

SERIES
aerodynamics, plus new face designs
and materials.
Turbulator Technology is the way
forward. During product testing, PING
found that Masters champion Bubba
Watson gained 10-yards on his drives
through a combination of improved
clubhead and ball speeds.
You may not aspire to the same
dizzy heights as Bubba and PING’s
other illustrious staff players,

but you can certainly
raise your game by
embracing the latest
cutting edge technology
on offer from one of the
most iconic brands in
golf equipment.

PING’s speed-generating Turbul

T

he G30 series includes two driver
options – standard and SF Tec
(Straight Flight Technology) – along
with performance enhancing fairway
woods, hybrids and irons.
Here John A. Solheim, PING Chairman
& CEO, explains the thinking and
technology behind the G30 series.
“With the G30 series, our engineers
once again accomplished something
that is unique to PING products – they
elevated performance significantly in key
areas without sacrificing other important
attributes.
Across the product line, we’ve proved
you can hit the ball higher and farther
while increasing forgiveness and control.
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We’ve also continued our focus on
advancing custom fitting in the driver
and fairway woods by offering five loft
positions. All of this promotes the
consistent, reliable results that will help
golfers of any skill level shoot lower
scores and enjoy the game more.”
The most visible innovation on the
G30 driver is the patented turbulators
engineered onto the crown. Inspired by
the aeronautics and sporting industries
that put a premium on speed, Turbulator
Technology reduces aerodynamic drag
by significantly delaying airflow
separation, maintaining attached airflow
around the clubhead as it approaches
impact, leading to more speed.

Features of the
G30 Adjustable
Driver...

T

urbulators on the crown of the 460cc
Ti 8-1-1 head reduce aerodynamic drag,
leading to faster clubhead speed and
ball velocity for long, accurate drives.
Turbulators also assist with aim and
alignment.
The higher strength/weight ratio of the T9S
face material allows for a thinner, hotter
face and saves 4 grams of weight. The
weight savings are allocated to help
position the CG lower and farther back than
any PING driver to date, ensuring high
launch and optimised spin with a high MOI.
SF Tec heads promote a right-to-left ball
flight for players whose shots typically end
up right of the target. To optimise launch
angle and spin, golfers can add or subtract
up to 1 degree of loft using Trajectory
Tuning+ Technology.

G30 Adjustable Driver...
There are two driver options in the new G30 series...
Standard and SF Tec (Straight Flight Technology).
PING has also increased the range of adjustability to five
loft positions in both the G30 driver and fairway woods.

A high-balance-point TFC 419D shaft has a
CG closer to the grip end, promoting a
simultaneous increase in energy,
momentum and inertia. The custom tuning
port can accommodate a range of fitting
weights and allows PING to achieve the
desired swing weight across a variety of
proprietary and after-market shafts.

– Available in 9° & 10.5° lofts in the standard head and in
10° & 12° lofts in the SF Tec head
(adjustable +- 6/10 or 1 degree)

– Stock graphite shaft: PING TFC 419D (Soft R, R, S, X)
– Standard Length 45.75 inches, D3, 206g (standard); D1,
203g (SF Tec), 460cc

RRP €375

lator Technology a huge advance
“The turbulators are really exciting,” says
Solheim. “Wind-tunnel testing verified with
clarity the role they play in reducing drag on
the driver head, but its real benefit was
confirmed through our player testing. When
Bubba Watson first tested the turbulators, he
picked up two miles per hour in clubhead
speed and four miles per hour in ball speed,
which meant 10 more yards for him.
We can’t promise that for everyone, but
with the turbulators’ powerful, inspiring look
we’re confident all golfers will be longer off
the tee, thanks to Turbulator Technology.”
The entire G30 series benefits from new
face technologies and materials, including
the introduction of T9S titanium in the
drivers, which results in thinner faces and

weight savings that help position the CG
low and back. The fairway woods utilise a
high-strength Carpenter 475 steel in the
face, and the hybrids are heat treated with a
H900 process. Both result in hotter, more
forgiving faces. The G30 iron face is thinner
for higher ball speeds while being stabilised
by a new custom tuning port design for
predictable distance control.
The G30 SF Tec driver option is
engineered for players whose shots typically
end up right of the intended target. In
player testing, the G30 SF Tec driver, which
features weight closer to the heel and
lighter swingweights, improved shot bend
by 12 yards when compared to the G30
standard driver.

“When Bubba Watson first
tested the turbulators,
he picked up two miles
per hour in clubhead speed
and four miles per hour
in ball speed, which meant
10 more yards for him.”
JOHN A. SOLHEIM
PING Chairman & CEO
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G30 Adjustable
Fairway Woods...

P

ING’s G30 Fairway Woods offer faster
ball speeds and greater distance,
which come from a larger face made
of a uniform-thickness Carpenter 475 steel.
This creates a thin but strong hitting surface
that maximises face deflection.
Carpenter 475 steel is 44% stronger than
17-4 stainless steel.
Weight saved by thinning the face was
redistributed to optimise the CG and
elevate MOI for added forgiveness. Launch
angle and spin can be fine-tuned by adding
or subtracting up to 1 degree of loft with
PING's five-setting Trajectory Tuning+
Technology, utilising a lightweight hosel that
offers adjustments of + 0.6°, + 1°, - 0.6°,
and - 1°. Crown turbulators create a
captured appearance with the ball, and help
with aim and alignment to inspire
confidence. The high-balance-point TFC
419F shaft has a CG closer to the grip end,
promoting a simultaneous increase in
energy, momentum and inertia for longer,
straighter results.

G30 Adjustable
Fairway Woods
are available in
3W (14.5º), 5W (18º),
and 7W (21º)
(adjustable +-6/10 or 1 degree)

RRP €265

Stock graphite shaft:
PING TFC 419F (Soft R, R, S, X)

G30 Hybrids...

H

ybrids have brought a whole new
dimension to the game for golfers of
all standards.
Combining elements of both fairway
woods and irons, the beauty and appeal of
Hybrids is that they are designed to make it
easier to get the ball airborne.
PING’s new G30 Hybrids go farther.
Greater ball velocity and longer distances
with a higher trajectory ensure the stopping
power to attack pins. The thin, uniform 17-4

stainless steel face is processed with a H900
heat treatment to maximise face deflection
and increase ball speed for added distance
with a higher peak trajectory and a steeper
landing angle.
Heel-toe weighting elevates MOI for
extreme forgiveness. Weight in the low sole
creates a low-back CG for consistent impact
and high launch. Progressive CG locations
and offsets ensure efficient gapping and
trajectories that maximise distance.

Greater ball velocity and longer distances with a higher
trajectory ensure the stopping power to attack pins.
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G30 Irons...

P

rogressive lengths and lofts and a thin
face that maximises ball speed help
launch the ball farther and higher with
control. Situated low in the sole of the
undercut cavity design, the CTP structure
helps lower the CG to ensure high launch
with forgiveness, and it supports the 17-4
stainless steel face to provide distance
control and a solid feel. The soft elastomer
badge enhances feel and sound in the
perimeter-weighted design. A softer leadedge radius and precisely calculated
additions to the bounce profile ensure a
smooth transition through the grass with a
stable head, which adds to forgiveness. This
versatile sole design is engineered to
perform well with any angle of attack.
Progressive offset generates higher ball
flights in the longer irons and penetrating,
controlled trajectories with the scoring clubs.

Slightly longer blade lengths increase
forgiveness, most noticeably in the
4 through 7 iron.

To inspire confidence, the top rail is flatter
and the heel section is higher, providing a
very square face at address that helps with
aim and alignment consistency. The highbalance-point TFC 419H shaft has a CG closer
to the grip end, promoting a simultaneous
increase in energy, momentum and inertia
for longer, straighter results.

View the complete range of

PING’s G30 Hybrids are available in the
following lofts...17º, 19º, 22º, 26º, 30º
Stock graphite shaft: PING TFC 419H
(Soft R, R, S, X)

RRP €220

G30 irons are available in
4-9, PW, UW, SW, LW
Stock steel shaft: PING CFS Distance
(Soft R, R, S, X)
Stock graphite shaft: PING TFC 419i
(Soft R, R, S)

RRP €108
per club with steel shaft

RRP €125
per club with graphite shaft

Above:
G30 iron with
graphite shaft

PING equipment, clothing
and accessories at

www.ping.com
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Champion Senior
SCORES RED HOT MALAYSIAN TREBLE

S

Above: Maurice Kelly and his wife Ann.
Below: Maurice Kelly (Naas) is
presented with the 2014 Tourism
Malaysia sponsored Irish Seniors
Amateur Close Championship trophy
by Michael Connaughton (President
elect, Golfing Union of Ireland). Also
pictured are Joe Feely (Captain,
Tullamore Golf Club) and Willie O’Grady
(Club President).

enior international Maurice Kelly (Naas)
produced magnificent golf to freewheel
to an eight-shot victory in the Tourism
Malaysia sponsored 2014 Irish Seniors
Amateur Close Championship at Tullamore
Golf Club.
He previously won the title in 2009 and
2010 and becomes the second player to
complete a treble in the event since Tourism
Malaysia became the title sponsors in 2009.
Former Walker Cup star Garth McGimpsey
scored three successive victories in the
championship from 2011.
The early pacesetter at Tullamore was Val
Smyth, a brother of touring pro Des. The Baltray
golfer posted an opening 69 to grab a one
shot overnight lead from Neville Steedman

(Courtown) and Adrian Morrow (Portmarnock).
Morrow had designs on a neat double as he
was crowned Irish Seniors Open champion at
Waterville at the end of May.
However, former soccer star Steedman
grabbed the limelight and moved into pole
position with an impressive one-under-par
tally after 36-holes.
Kelly was poised to strike, just two shots off
the pace, and spreadeagled the field in the
final round with a second successive 69 for a
level par total.
John L. Hughes (Woodbrook) finished
strongly with a 71 to take runner-up spot. Alan
Lilley (Ballyclare) and Neville Steedman were
joint 3rd, with Adrian Morrow and Michael
Quirke (Doneraile) next in line.

Photos courtesy of Pat Cashman

www.cashmanphotography.ie
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JOHN L. HUGHES
(Woodbrook)

LEADERBOARD
2014 Irish Seniors Amateur
Close Championship
sponsored by Tourism Malaysia
at Tullamore Golf Club

210 Maurice Kelly
218 John L. Hughes
219 Alan Lilley
Neville Steedman
221 Michael Quirke
Adrian Morrow
222 John Mitchell
David Conway
223 Donal O’Donovan
Turlough Considine

72+69+69
73+74+71
75+73+71
70+69+80
76+72+73
70+77+74
72+80+70
72+74+76
73+76+74
71+76+76

Tourism Malaysia has
sponsored the
Irish Seniors Amateur Close
Golf Championship
since 2009

A special 4-page feature
showcasing golf in Malaysia
appears on pages 24-27

Rovers stars in the swing

F

ormer Shamrock Rovers footballer
Neville Steedman had victory in his
sights after posting superb opening
rounds of 70+69, but slipped a gear in the
final round to finish tied 3rd.
A sports all-rounder, Steedman also
played rugby and cricket at a senior level
before turning his focus to golf.
Stephen Grant is another former
Shamrock Rovers star who has become
passionate about golf. The 37-year-old Birr
native retired from professional soccer in
2004 to dedicate himself to golf.
In 2007 he served notice of his talent
by posting a course record 64 during
pre-qualifying at the West of Ireland
Championship at Rosses Point.
He turned pro the following year and has
been making the grade on Satellite Tours.

NEVILLE STEEDMAN
(Courtown)
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DESTINATION FEATURE

In Malaysia you can play golf in the city,
amidst the hustle and bustle of cosmopolitan
Kuala Lumpur...you can savour tropical island
golf, alongside white sandy beaches....or golf
in the highlands, with magnificent mountain
views and a refreshingly cool climate year
round...or you can head down to the fringes
of the South China Sea to indulge your
passion for the game.

MAKE WONDERFUL DISCOVERIES IN EXOTIC

If your idea of a perfect golfing holiday is a complete break from the stresses of life in an
exotic land blessed with a beautiful climate, the most welcoming people, a great tourism
infrastructure and a choice of over 200 fabulous golf courses, then it’s time to round-up
some friends and plan an action-packed odyssey to magical Malaysia.
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NEXUS RESORT, KARAMBUNAI
A magical setting for golf
in the beautiful Sabah region
overlooking the South China Sea

www.nexusresort.com
www.klgcc.com

I

n recent times Malaysia has become firmly established
as one of the most exotic, exhilarating and enticing
golfing destinations under the sun. Irish golfers are
making this discovery in growing numbers each year as
a direct result of Tourism Malaysia’s various initiatives in the
Irish market, which include extensive media exposure and
title sponsorship of the prestigious Irish Seniors Amateur
Close Championship since 2009.
Wherever your sense of adventure takes you on a visit to
Malaysia you will never be far from great golfing experiences
with a selection of over 200 stunning courses to choose
from, including jewels designed by such legends as Jack
Nicklaus, Arnold Palmer, Gary Player, Peter Thomson, Greg
Norman, Robert Trent Jones and Jumbo Ozaki.
You can play golf in the city, amidst the hustle and bustle
of cosmopolitan Kuala Lumpur...you can savour tropical
island golf, alongside white sandy beaches....or golf in the
highlands, with magnificent mountain views and a
refreshingly cool climate year round...or you can head down
to the fringes of the South China Sea to indulge your
passion for the game.
Malaysia is a magical destination, an alluring land of
warm and friendly people and a nation blessed with natural
wonders, eclectic cultures and a beautiful climate.
Bursting with colour, pulsating with life, Malaysia awaits
you. Here you will discover a delightful fusion of three of
Asia’s oldest civilisations - Malay, Chinese and Indian.
Bordered by Thailand to the north and Singapore to the
south, Malaysia also stretches across the northern tier of
Borneo to form the states of Sabah and Sarawak.
With 4,800 km of coastline, Malaysia boasts some of the
most beautiful islands and beaches in Asia. With the Straits
of Malacca on the west, the South China Sea to the east and
the Andaman Sea to the northwest, an amazing number of
these natural treasures lay nestled in tranquil bays and
coves.
The Malaysian way of life is easy going and a striking
feature for first time visitors is the extreme contrasts.
Towering skyscrapers look down upon wooden houses built
on stilts, and five-star hotels sit several metres away from
ancient reefs.

‘Visit Malaysia 2014’
is the nation’s biggest
tourism celebration with
a massive programme
of events, festivals and
activities.

continued...

KUALA LUMPUR GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB
Host venue of the Maybank Malaysian Open
and the CIMB Classic
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Malaysia...

Above:
Saujana Golf & Country Club, an hour’s
drive from KL International Airport via
the North-South Expressway, is one of
Malaysia’s premier golf resorts.
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SAUJANA GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB

Here we provide just a flavour of the various
golfing regions in Malaysia.

www.saujana.com.my

CENTRAL REGION...
This region embraces Kuala Lumpur, Selangor,
Putrajaya and Negeri Sembilan. It has the highest
concentration of golf courses in Malaysia.
Kuala Lumpur, or KL as it’s also known, is a
vibrant city. With its colourful potpourri of people
and cultures, KL is a kaleidoscope of fascinating
sights and sounds.
Kuala Lumpur Golf & Country Club embraces
the highly rated West and East courses. The resort
hosts the $7m CIMB Classic and the European
Tour’s Maybank Malaysian Open.
Saujana Golf & Country Club, an hour’s drive
from KL International Airport via the North-South
Expressway, is one of Malaysia’s premier golf
resorts.
Carved out of a former palm and rubber
plantation and set among rolling hills and large
tranquil lakes, Saujana has two top class 18 hole
courses and a 350-room hotel.
The Palm Course has been voted “The Best
Championship Course in Asia” and the Bunga
Raya lay-out has been voted amongst “The Top
100 Courses outing the USA.”
Another ‘must play’ is The Mines, a superb
course, 15km south of downtown KL, which
staged the World Cup of Golf won by Tiger Woods
and Mark O’Meara in 1999. The Mines Resort is
built on the former site of the largest open cast
tin mine in the world!

continued...

Malaysia is paradise for golfers. An appealing
feature is that green fees remain affordable.
Naturally some of the top courses charge higher
rates, but the emphasis is on offering superb
value for money and there are so many great
options available when planning a golf break in
this part of South East Asia.
Many courses form the centrepiece of 5-star
resorts and country clubs offering an abundance
of quality amenities in addition to golf.
Several courses offer the option of nightime
golf so that visitors can enjoy a round in the cool
of the evening.

THE MINES RESORT, Selangor, Kuala Lumpur
A ‘must play’ course for visiting golfers

www.minesgolfclub.com
SOUTHERN REGION (Malacca & Johor)...
There are over 30 beautiful golf courses in this
region including The Legends Resort just 40-mins
from Senai Airport, which includes a Jack Nicklaus
championship course. Other gems include the
Pete Dye designed 36-hole Poresia Country Club,
and the Pulai Springs Resort at the foothills of
Mount Pulai which includes a breathtaking
Robert Trent Jones Jr lay-out.
EAST COAST REGION...
This rustic, charming region - incorporating
Pahang, Terengganu and Kelantan - has a laidback lifestyle and offers a choice of 30 golf courses
in lovely settings.
NORTHERN REGION...
There are over 30 golf courses in this lovely
region including highly acclaimed Datai Bay, a
5-star resort course located on the island of
Langkawi and surrounded by an ancient
rainforest and the Andaman Sea.
SABAH, SARAWAK & LABUAN...
This region boasts arguably the most
spectacular settings and backdrops for golf in
Malaysia.
Sabah, the ‘Land Below The Wind’, is a
captivating golf destination. Check out lovely
Dalit Bay, also the Jack Nicklaus course at Borneo
G & CC an hour from Kota Kinabalu, and the
stunning Karambunai course at the vast Nexus
Resort which is surrounded by the South China
Sea, a rainforest and Mount Kinabalu, which is
Southeast Asia’s tallest peak!
For a truly incredible experience plan a visit to
the Hornbill Golf & Jungle Club, situated 1000
metres above sea level in the lush jungles of the
Sarawak-Kalimantan border.

With the ‘Visit Malaysia 2014’ celebrations in
full swing this is a great time to plan a trip and
there’s an abundance of things to see and do.
Your itinerary could include an endless list of
activities and adventures.
Plan a visit to a rainforest, national park or
orangutan sanctuary!
Enjoy dinner atop the Kuala Lumpur Tower,
which offers spectacular 360 degree views of the
pulsating city.
Or combine a golfing trip to Kuala Lumpur
with a visit to one of Malaysia’s great sporting
spectacles...the annual Formula 1 race or the
SuperGT Championship or the World Motorcycle
Grand Prix at the famous Sepang International
Circuit, which has 15 turns and 8 straights
allowing speeds of up to 300km/h. This state-ofthe-art facility hosts up to 130,000 passionate fans
at a time!
To discuss / book a golf holiday in Malaysia
contact Sean Skehan World of Golf (Tel: 018336935), Joe Walsh Tours (01-2410800) or your
local travel agent.

See Tourism Malaysia’s
advertisement on the
back cover in this issue

A review of the
Tourism Malaysia sponsored
2014 Irish Amateur Seniors
Close Championship appears
on pages 22-23.

FLIGHTS
To check-out services and
flight schedules offered by
Malaysia Airlines visit

www.malaysiaairlines.com

The time is now. The place is Malaysia
For more information please visit
Tourism Malaysia Dublin,
Level 3A, Shelbourne House, Ballsbridge, Dublin 4.
Telephone: 01-237 62 43
Email: info@tourism-malaysiadublin.com
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Left: Mary Doyle (The Heath) receives a kiss from her father
Michael after her victory in the 2014 Irish Ladies Close
Championship at Enniscrone Golf Club.
Above: Laura Webb (East Berkshire) with her 87-year-old
mother Shelia Bolton and her caddy daughter Becky after her
victory in the Irish Senior Women's Close Championship at
Athenry Golf Club.

PAUL DUNNE (Greystones)

The only way is up for Paul Dunne

R

ising star Paul Dunne, who is studying at the University of Alabama,
produced a striking performance in this year’s Open Championship.
The 21-year-old Greystones amateur led Open qualifying at Woburn with
a pair of 67s and then came agonisingly close to making the halfway cut in
the 143rd Open Championship at Hoylake. Four birdies in a row on the back
nine in the second round set Irish pulses racing, but rounds of 75+73 left him
just two shots short of the mark.
It’s onwards and upwards for this richly talented prospect.

Kings of the
Castle
Right: Brian Nevin (Captain, Castle Golf
Club) presenting Paul Grimes (Killeen
Castle) and his son Paul (Portmarnock)
with the 2014 CPL Resourses sponsored
All Ireland Father & Son trophy after their
victory at the Castle Golf Club. Also in the
picture are Karl Devenney (Chairman,
Father & Son Committee) and Anne
Heraty (CEO, CPL Resources).
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Left: Kevin Raftery (Captain) Leinster
Boys Team with his team members Eoin
Leonard, Kevin Le Blanc, Alan Fahy,
Thomas Mulligan, David Carey, Rowan
Lester, Conor Purcell and John McGrath
(Manager) after their victory in the Boys
Interprovincial Matches at Island Golf
Club.

Below: Liam Martin (President, Golfing
Union of Ireland) pictured with the
victorious Munster team and supporters
after their victory in the Interprovincial
Matches at Island Golf Club.

Right: Kevin McIntyre (Chairman,
Leinster Golf, GUI) presenting
Brian Nevin (Captain, Castle GC)
with the AIG Junior Cup Leinster
pennant after their victory at
Lisheen Springs GC.
Also in the picture are front
(from left): Barry McConville
(Team Manager) and Cathal
Loftus (Captain, Lisheen Springs
GC). Back (from left) Gareth
Bourke, Fergal Walsh, Gerry
Moran, Kevin Moran, Ben Murray,
Tommy O'Brien, Jim Pender and
Marc Dillon.

Left: John Ferriter (Hon Secretary,
Leinster Golf, GUI) presenting Ian
McEntaggart (Captain, Coollattin GC)
with the AIG Pierce Purcell Leinster
pennant after their victory at Lisheen
Springs GC.
Also in the picture in front are (from
left) Tom Ryan, Neil Fitzgerald (Team
Manager), Neville Collier (Team
Manager), Cathal Loftus (Captain, Lisheen
Springs GC) and John Thompson. Back
(from left) Kevin Byrne, Owen Coleman,
MJ O'Neill, John Byrne, James Harte,
Declan Traynor, Joe Murphy, Paul Tyrrell,
Kevin Walsh, Michael Shortall and Jim
Cullen.

To view these and
other photos taken
at Irish amateur
golf events visit
Pat Cashman’s
website...

cashmanphotography.ie
BACKSPIN | 29

NEWS
Desk
PEOPLE * PLACES * EVENTS
Email your news items and hi-resolution jpeg
photos to golfbiz@eircom.net

I

Photo by
Reuters/Action Images

HOT off the

PRESS

Right:
Eddie Ahern,
a member of
Dun Laoghaire
Golf Club for the
last thirty-seven
years.
Photo by
Alan Bleakley

C

Congratulations Eddie

ongratulations and best wishes to Dun
Laoghaire member Eddie Ahern who
celebrated his 80th birthday recently.
Eddie was club captain in 1998 and won the
Captain’s Prize three years earlier.

Good food & wine, good cigars and
some exercise are Miguel’s secret

n many sporting codes advancing years can be a barrier to success, but not in
the case of golf, and certainly not in the case of high-flying veteran tour star
Miguel Angel Jimenez (pictured left).
The charismatic newly-married Spaniard, who enjoys some exercise and has a
passion for fast cars, cigars and Rioja, is playing the best golf of his life.
Last December he became the oldest winner of a European Tour event at age
49 when he captured the Hong Kong Open, but the record didn’t last long as he
won again in Spain in May at the ripe young age of 50!
In addition to these two wins on the 2014 European Tour schedule, he tied 4th
in The Masters at Augusta in April and the following week celebrated his
breakthrough victory on the Champions Tour in the Greater Gwinnett
Championship at TPC Sugarloaf in Georgia.
It’s a measure of his talent and passion for the game that he is still a serious
contender in the Major Championships, riding high amongst the top-30 in the
World Rankings and in the hunt for a fifth Ryder Cup cap at Gleneagles in
September.
The colourful PING staff player goes about his business in a purposeful yet chilled
manner, which endears him to the galleries.
‘The Mechanic’, as he is affectionately known on tour, is always a picture of
sartorial elegance striding the fairways and instantly recognisable with his
trademark ponytail, PING headgear, designer shades and Cuban cigar!

T

he World of Professional Golf 2014 is a beautiful
book that records and celebrates all the remarkable
happenings on tour during 2013.
There is a chapter on each of the majors and on each of
the main tours.
There are scoring summaries of professional events
worldwide, along with the World Rankings and World
Money Lists.
This is the 48th edition of the essential guide to the
world of professional golf, an annual publication created by
the late Mark H. McCormack, founder and chairman
of IMG.

ROLEX presents
THE WORLD OF PROFESSIONAL GOLF 2014
48th annual edition
Published by www.carltonbooks.co.uk
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Maiden victory for Lenehan

P

ortmarnock's Geoff Lenehan celebrated his first
amateur tournament success with a play-off
victory in the prestigious Mullingar Electrical Scratch
Trophy.
The 26-year-old Dubliner, who was runner-up in
the event last year, rolled-in a sweet 25-foot birdie
putt on the first extra hole to beat defending
champion Daniel Holland and Irish Amateur Close
champion John-Ross Galbraith.
Right: John O'Reilly (Captain, Mullingar GC) presenting Geoff
Lenehan with the trophy after his victory at Mullingar GC. Also
pictured are (from left) Peader Conlon and Ann Marie Conlon
(sponsors) and Albert Lee (Chairman, Scratch Cup Committee).

Photo by Pat Cashman

Tour Greens Europe, established in Ireland in 2000, designs and
builds top quality short game practice facilities for golfers

Timely fillip for The Waltz

Talk to us about transforming
an area of your garden or
landscape into a beautiful and
consistent synthetic short
game practice area.

E

urope’s 1995 Ryder Cup hero Philip Walton
(above) served notice that he’s running
into a rich vein of form with a sizzling course
record equalling 64 in the third round of the
Senior British Open at Royal Porthcawl in July.
The 52-year-old Malahide maestro reeled
off nine birdies with his PING i25s in one of
the finest rounds of his career.
With a busy schedule of European Senior
Tour events from mid-August, this is a timely
confidence boost for ‘The Waltz’, as he is
affectionately known to his fans.

Rory McIlroy, Ian Poulter, Sergio Garcia,
Miguel Angel Jimenez and
Jose Maria Olazabal are five leading
tournament players who have used
a Tour Greens Europe facility to
sharpen their short game skills.

Contact Tony Hynes at Tour Greens Europe
Tel: 087.2389800 Email: tony@tourgreens-europe.com

T

he R&A Golfer’s Handbook is the ultimate reference guide to the world of
golf. It offers comprehensive coverage of every aspect of the game.
It was first published in 1899 and each year it keeps golfing enthusiasts up to
date with a multitude of facts and figures from amateur and professional events
throughout the world.
The book also provides profiles of current and former golfing greats, a
directory of over 5,000 Golf Clubs in the UK, Ireland and elsewhere, along with
the complete Rules of Golf and a brief history of the game and how it developed.
Several leading international golf writers chart all the drama as it unfolded at
golf’s showpiece events during 2013, including Phil Mickelson’s remarkable
victory in The Open Championship at Muirfield.

THE R&A GOLFER’S HANDBOOK 2014
Golf’s No.1 Reference Book
Edited by Renton Laidlaw
2014 edition published by Hamlyn / Octopus Publishing
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PARTING SHOT from the Editor...

Irish stars indebted to
swing guru Bob Torrance
Several of Ireland’s top tour players in the modern era - including three
time major winner Padraig Harrington - benefited enormously from the
great gift the late Scottish coach Bob Torrance had for producing winners.
he world of golf lost one of its most
illustrious personalities when Scottish
coaching legend Bob Torrance
passed away at his home in Largs, North
Ayrshire in July at the age of 82.
Renowned for his dedication and
persistence, Bob forged a reputation as
one of the most knowledgeable and
coveted coaches in the game.
His passing cast a shadow over the
143rd Open Championship at Royal
Liverpool Golf Club and sparked a chorus
of tributes from all spectrums of the
golfing community.
European Ryder Cup captain Paul
McGinley remarked, “Not only was he a
world class golf coach, he was also one of
my very favourite people in life.”
Bob started out many years ago as an
assistant pro at his local club in Largs and
his fascination with the golf swing led to
a very fulfilling life in golf.
He devoted a great deal of time to
studying, analysing and understanding all
facets of the swing.
He was a great admirer of the
legendary Ben Hogan’s views on the
subject. During a BACKSPIN interview at
his home in 2005, Bob remarked, “Ben
Hogan is one of the nicest men I’ve ever
met. I went to Texas to meet him and I
asked him every question under the sun.
I learned a lot from him.”

T

Padraig Harrington
Open champion 2007 & 2008

Philip Walton at work with coach Bob Torrance two years before the
Malahide star made his Ryder Cup debut at Oak Hill in 1995

Bob had a no-nonsense approach
to his craft and he expected total
commitment from his pupils. In return, he
invested long hours on the practice range,
in all sorts of weather, striving to bring out
the very best in each player.
He was, of course, a huge influence in
the career of his son, Sam, who had the
distinction of becoming a winning
European Ryder Cup player and captain.
Bob also coached and had a special
bond with several Irish tour players over
the years, including John O’Leary, David

Feherty, Philip Walton, Darren Clarke, Paul
McGinley and Padraig Harrington.
He took great pride in the triumphs
enjoyed by all his pupils, although he
preferred to remain in the background and
shunned the limelight.
Bob’s passing leaves a massive void in
the world of golf. His warmth, wit and
wisdom, and, of course, his distinctive
gravelly Scottish brogue, will be fondly
remembered and sadly missed.
Deepest sympathies to Bob’s widow
June, son Sam, and the extended family.

Editorial, Advertising
& Accounts:
“Birkdale”,
4, Rathmichael Manor,
Loughlinstown,
County Dublin, Ireland.
Email: golfbiz@eircom.net
Tel: (00.353.1) 2827269

CELEBRATING 15 YEARS ON THE IRISH MARKET IN 2014

www.backspingolfmagazine.com
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HOUSE & GOLF LINKS

Visitors and Societies Welcome
For Tee Times, Rates and Reservations

Tel: 066-9474102 Fax: 066-9474482
WAT E RV I L LE , CO UN T Y KE R RY
Ema il: in f o @water v illeg olflin ks .i e

www.watervillegolflinks.ie

GREAT
STAY
& PLAY
OFFERS

GOLFERS
MIDWEEK PARADISE
Exceptional golfers delight.... overnight
accommodation in a Deluxe Double or Twin room,
with 18-holes on our Championship Golf Course
and Full Irish Breakfast the next morning.
From €59.95pps Available midweek only

GOLF & BEEF BURGER

Contact our pro shop on 059.9180161
or email golf@mountwolseley.ie to avail of
Golf & 8oz Beef Burger for €40pp.
Available Mon-Thurs up to 31st August 2014

Tullow, Co Carlow

T&C APPLY. OFFERS SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY

Tel: 059.91 80100
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/mountwolseley
Twitter: @mountwolseley

Email: golf@mountwolseley.ie
Web: www.mountwolseley.ie

Hundreds of miles of beautiful beaches, fantastic
sightseeing and shopping in the shadow of the
legendary Petronas Towers. Marvel at the Orang
Utan, the ‘man of the forest’, the most gentle of
creatures. A golfer will never be far from a green.
Tee-off from the cool of the hills, from the sea
shore or even from the edge of the jungle.

The time is now. The place is Malaysia

For more information please visit:
www.tourismmalaysia.gov.my
Tourism Malaysia Dublin
Level 3A Shelbourne House
Shelbourne Road
Dublin 4
Tel: + 353 1 237 62 43
email: info@tourism-malaysiadublin.com

