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Starting with the patented racing stripe of the driver, the
award-winning i25 Series brings your game innovation
that makes a difference. From the adjustable driver
and fairway woods – each engineered with a powerful
FRPELQDWLRQRIGLVWDQFHDQGIRUJLYHQHVV²WRWKHÁDJ
ÀQGLQJDFFXUDF\DQGFRQWURORIWKHK\EULGVDQGLURQV
the entire i25 Series delivers a bag full of performance.
It’s time you put real innovation to work for you. Visit a
PING Fitting Specialist or ping.com.
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FRONT COVER: Main photo of two-time
Masters champion Bubba Watson taken
at Augusta in April by Reuters-Action
Images.

he recent announcement that the Irish Open’s immediate
future has been secured and put on a firm footing is great
news for Irish golf.
Indeed, the event organisers and European Tour officials have
every reason to be buoyant as the Irish Open enters an exciting new phase of co-operation
between Ireland’s golf tourism partners with cross border stagings of the championship planned
over the next four years.
Following this year’s event at Fota Island in Cork (June 19th-22nd) the Irish Open will move to
Royal County Down in 2015 and return north to Lough Erne Resort in 2017.
The 2016 venue has yet to be finalised but the frontrunners appear to be Fota Island and the
Trump International Links at Doonbeg.
The announcement that Royal County Down will stage the event next year - for the first time
since 1939 - is particularly good news as it will offer the organisers a great opportunity to attract
the world’s top golfers.
The 2015 Irish Open will have a late May slot (28th-31st) because, as European Tour supremo
George O’Grady explains, “There's one less week between the U.S. Open and The Open
Championship next year.”
For the game’s elite players the opportunity to play one of the finest links courses in creation
in the countdown to the 2015 Open Championship might prove irresistible.
On the subject of elite players, a new force has emerged
in the game with left-handed golfers capturing no fewer
than eight Major titles since Mike Weir’s victory at Augusta in
2003!
In this issue we track this amazing development and
celebrate Bubba Watson’s second Masters victory in three
years...the latest success for golf’s Lefties.
Elsewhere in this issue we focus the spotlight on rising
American-based Irish star Kevin Phelan, who seems destined
for a bright future on tour.
Yours in Golf,

Two-time Masters champion
BUBBA WATSON
See feature on Pgs 2-5
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BOOM TIME FOR GOLF’S

Eight major wins by left-handers since 2003!

T

wo extraordinary patterns have emerged in the
Major Championships in recent times, involving
Irish and left-handed golfers.
In 2007 Padraig Harrington became only the second
Irishman to win a Major, bridging a 60-year gap since Fred
Daly’s trailblazing victory in the Open Championship at
Hoylake in 1947.
Harrington’s victory at Carnoustie opened the
floodgates. He went on to become a three-time Major
winner in the space of thirteen months and since then,
of course, Rory McIlroy has helped himself to two Major
titles while G-Mac and Darren Clarke have claimed one
apiece.
That’s a grand total of eight Major Championship
triumphs by Irish golfers.
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Interestingly there have been nine victories by
left-handed golfers in the Majors and, just like the Irish
situation, all but one of these winning performances have
occured in recent years.
There was a 40-year gap between New Zealander Bob
Charles becoming the first left-handed golfer to win a
Major at Royal Lytham & St. Annes in 1963 and Mike
Weir striking the next blow for golf’s ‘Lefties’ at Augusta in
2003.
Twelve months later Phil Mickelson recorded the first
of his five Major wins to date and, of course, Bubba
Watson has cracked the code twice in The Masters.
Significantly, six of the nine Major Championship wins
by left-handed golfers have come at Augusta National
continued...
since 2003.

Two-time Masters champion
BUBBA WATSON

Left: PING staff player Bubba
Watson plays from the 17th
fairway during the second
round in this year’s Masters at
Augusta National.
Opposite page: Last year’s
champion Adam Scott helps
Bubba into his second
Masters Green Jacket at
Augusta in April.

Left-handed
golfers have
won six of
the last twelve
Masters titles
at Augusta

Feature photos
taken at this year’s
Masters at Augusta
by REUTERS /
ACTION IMAGES
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THE MAJORS

continued...

Opposite:
Bubba Watson bites his club as he
watches his tee-shot come to rest close
to the flag on the 16th hole during the
second round of this year’s Masters at
Augusta. Caddie Ted Scott and fans
enjoyed the moment.
Below:
Bubba splashes from a bunker on the
10th hole during the final round of this
year’s Masters.

BUBBA WATSON
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So, left-handed golfers are in vogue and right
now Gerry Lester Watson Jnr - otherwise known
as Bubba Watson - is the big story in golf.
Bubba is a remarkable character and a real
crowd favourite with his booming drives, great
shot-making ability, extrovert personality and
laid-back approach to the game.
It’s history now that he claimed his first Major
title at Augusta two years ago by producing a
stroke of pure genius out of the trees on the
second tie hole in a pulsating play-off against
Louis Oosthuizen.
Winning a Major brings huge pressure and
heightens expectations. It was to be nearly two
years and 41 events to his next victory in this
year’s Northern Trust Open at Riviera in California.
Bubba played the final 39 holes at Riviera
without a bogey. He fired a 7-under-par final
round of 64 to score his fifth PGA Tour victory and
serve notice that he was running into a rich vein
of form in the countdown to the 78th Masters.
Opening rounds of 69+68+74 at Augusta
gave him a tie for the lead with 20-year-old rookie
Jordan Spieth entering the final round.
It developed into a classic head-to-head duel
between the 2012 Masters champion and a
20-year-old rookie seeking to become a Major
winner on his debut at Augusta.
Bubba trailed Spieth after seven holes but
made his move with birdies at 8 and 9 and then
cut loose with a booming tee shot down the
par-5 13th to set-up a crucial birdie which gave
him a three-shot cushion.
The closing holes at Augusta on Sunday of the
Masters is no place for faint hearts. Bubba dug
deep and got the job done.

Hey, what’s in your
PING bag, Bubba?

B

ubba Watson is a PING staff player. He
relied on 14 PING clubs en-route to an
emphatic three shot victory in this year’s
Masters at Augusta.
Here’s the equipment he had in his bag....
DRIVER – LH G25 Pink 8.5°, 441⁄2” long with
Grafalloy Bi-Matrix –X-Tip
FAIRWAY – LH G25 4 wood 16.5°, 42” long with
Tour Spec 8.2-X-Tip 11⁄2”
IRONS – LH S55 3-PW +1⁄2”, Custom X100
WEDGES – LH Gorge +1⁄2” 52°, 56°;
Tour-S Rust 64°
PUTTER – LH Milled Anser 1 (341⁄2”)
GLOVE – PING Sensor Sport Glove

The lowdown on

BUBBA
Birthdate: 5th November 1978
Birthplace: Bagdad, Florida
Height: 6’ 3’ Weight: 180lbs
Family: Wife Angie, son Caleb
Turned professional: 2003
Joined PGA Tour: 2006
PGA Tour wins:
2010 - Travelers Championship
2011 - Farmers Insurance Open &
Zurich Classic of New Orleans
2012 - Masters Tournament
2014 - Northern Trust Open &
Masters Tournament
Best Major performances:
1st - Masters 2012 & 2014
2nd - USPGA C’ship 2010
(beaten in a play-off )
5th - US Open 2007
Ryder Cup record:
2010: Played 4 Won 1 Lost 3
2012: Played 4 Won 2 Lost 2
World Ranking: 4th (after the
2014 Masters)
Afterwards, as he reflected on his second
victory at Augusta in three years, Bubba gave an
insight to the pressure involved in trying to win
a major.
He revealed that he could not remember
much about the closing holes. “I just remember
hanging on, making pars.”
Comparing his two wins at Augusta, he said,
“The first one is almost like I lucked into it, this
was a lot of hard work and dedication and I got
back the Green Jacket after giving it away last
year.”
Winning one major is an amazing feat,
winning two moves Bubba to a new level in the
game. He savoured the accomplishment at
Augusta with his wife Angie, son Caleb and
caddie Ted Scott.
Bubba is great for golf. He does things his way,
has never had a golf lesson in his life (except from
his father as a kid) and wears his heart on his
sleeve.
The boy from Bagdad in Florida has come a
long way yet remains unaffected by becoming
an all-American superstar.
Shortly after he slipped on the Green Jacket
in the Butler Cabin and attended to other
formalities at Augusta he celebrated his second
Major victory with a late-night Waffle House
meal of Steak ‘n Shake milkshake!

LEFT HANDED WINNERS OF THE MAJORS
Year
1963
2003
2004
2005
2006
2010
2012
2013
2014

Player
Bob Charles
Mike Weir
Phil Mickelson
Phil Mickelson
Phil Mickelson
Phil Mickelson
Bubba Watson
Phil Mickelson
Bubba Watson

Championship
Open Championship
The US Masters
The US Masters
US PGA Championship
The US Masters
The US Masters
The US Masters
Open Championship
The US Masters

Venue
Royal Lytham
Augusta National
Augusta National
Baltusrol
Augusta National
Augusta National
Augusta National
Muirfield
Augusta National

BUBBA’S MAJOR CHAMPIONSHIP WINS
Year
2012

Event
Scores
The US Masters 69 + 71 + 70 + 68 (-10)

Margin
Play-off

Bubba beat Louis Oosthuizen at the second play-off hole

2014

The US Masters 69 + 68 + 74 + 69 (-8)

3 strokes

Statistics compiled after the 2014 Masters Tournament
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PROFILE

Right: A dramatic action study
of Kevin Phelan taken on the
1st tee during the final round of
the 2013 US Open at famous
Merion Golf Club in Ardmore,
Pennsylvania.
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RISING STAR

THE SKY’S THE LIMIT FOR
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PHELAN
American based Irishman has star quality

T

o qualify for a Major Championship is a
measure of success for any professional golfer.
To qualify on equal terms as an amateur is a
truly outstanding achievement.
So it speaks volumes about his talent and self-belief
that rising American-based Irish star KEVIN PHELAN
qualified as an amateur for both the 2010 and 2013
US Open Championships.
And he wasn’t content with purely teeing-it-up in
last year’s US Open at Merion. He wanted more and
duly delivered. He made the halfway cut and,
although the pacesetters were out of sight at the end,
he finished within touching distance of superstars like
Tiger Woods, Rory McIlroy, Sergio Garcia, Adam Scott,
Dustin Johnson and Martin Kaymer.
continued...

Story by BACKSPIN editor
DECLAN O’DONOGHUE

Feature photos taken by
REUTERS-ACTION IMAGES
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Kevin Phelan was raised in Waterford by his parents
John and Josephine. The family moved to America ten
years ago and Kevin’s golf game flourished while on a
scholarship at the University of North Florida. He also
gained great experience representing Ireland in
various amateur team events.
He may be just 23-years-old but Kevin has already
packed a lot of experience and achievement into his
golfing life.
His game moved up a gear in 2010. That summer
he qualified for the US Open Championship at Pebble
Beach and he took a lot of positives from that
chastening experience.
A strong mind, patience and composure are vital
elements in the white heat of tournament golf. Small
margins make a big difference and learning to accept
the vagaries of golf has transformed Kevin into a more
rounded player.
He quickly put the disappointment of narrowly
missing out on a place on the 2011 Walker Cup team
behind him and his career graph has been rising
impressively in recent times.
Making the cut at last year’s US Open provided a
great confidence surge and a few months later he
signed off his amateur career in dramatic fashion by
taking two points from three duels in the Walker Cup
match in America.
A career in pro golf beckoned and he immediately
set about seeking his Tour Card.
The whole European Tour Q School experience was
a real test of Phelan’s character. He had to negotiate
two four-round pre-qualifying stages in order to make
the six-round final at PGA Golf Catalunya in Spain last
November.
With experienced European Tour caddie Stephen
Byrne at his side, he rose to the challenge.
It’s a measure of his class and determination that
he produced a sizzling three-under-par 69 in the final
round on PGA Golf Catalunya’s magnificent Stadium
Course. Birdies on the 15th and 18th holes secured a
tie for 17th place and his playing privileges for the
2014 season.
The challenge now is to take his game to a new
level, score his maiden tour victory and ultimately
establish himself amongst golf’s elite touring
professionals.
He clearly has the tools to succeed and one senses
that a wonderful future beckons for this ambitious and
dedicated Irish tour player.
Above:
Kevin Phelan tees off on
the 14th hole during the
first round of last year’s
US Open at Merion.

Feature photos
taken by REUTERS/
ACTION IMAGES
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Kevin Phelan
Birthdate: 8th November 1990
Height: 5’ 10” Weight: 11st
Amateur highlights:
2010 & 2012 - represented Ireland in the
Eisenhower Trophy (World Amateur Team
Championship)
2010-2013 - represented Ireland in the Home
Internationals (Played 23 - Won 9 - Halved 5)
2011-2013 - represented Ireland in the European
Amateur Team Championship (Played 8 - Won 3 Halved 3)
2013 - Palmer Cup

Factfile
2013 - Walker Cup at the National Golf Links of
America, NY (Played 3 - Won 2 - Lost 1)
Day 1 - Foursomes - Kevin Phelan & Gavin
Moynihan lost to Patrick Rodgers & Justin Thomas,
2&1
Day 2 - Foursomes - Kevin Phelan & Gavin
Moynihan beat Patrick Rodgers & Jordan
Niebrugge, 2up
Singles - Kevin Phelan beat Max Homa, 2&1
Turned Professional: September 2013
Attached Professional: Mount Juliet Golf Club

KEVIN IS A NATURAL FIT
FOR MOUNT JULIET

K

evin Phelan is the attached professional at
Mount Juliet Golf Club.
The 23-year-old Irishman, raised in nearby
Waterford before moving to St. Augustine, Florida,
aged 13, is sporting the Kilkenny resort’s logo on
his golf bag.
“I am delighted to become the attached tour
professional for Ireland’s premier parkland course,”
said Phelan when the arrangement was
announced earlier this season. “The facilities are
world class and it is an honour to be associated
with a venue that has hosted many prestigious
tournaments.”
Mount Juliet’s stunning Jack Nicklaus signature
course hosted the WGC-American Express Golf
Championship in 2002 and 2004, in addition to
three successive Irish Opens from 1993. The resort
also boasts a luxurious hotel and spa, while its Lady
Helen restaurant was awarded a Michelin Star last
September.
“This is very exciting,” said Anthony Brady, Mount
Juliet’s director of sales and marketing. “Kevin holds
the values we appreciate. He is an extremely
talented golfer, but also a gentleman. We hope
Mount Juliet becomes a home away from home for
him and believe the association is a natural fit.”
Right: Kevin Phelan is pictured with Mount Juliet’s resident PGA club
professional Sean Cotter.
Photograph courtesy of Mount Juliet Golf Club

BACKSPIN | 9

Backspin’s biennial poll generates great awareness
of Ireland’s magnificent parkland product
K Club
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C

ourse rankings tend to create heated
debate in golfing circles but there can be
no doubt that BACKSPIN’S biennial poll
has introduced a completely fresh dimension to
the subject in this country.
Ireland’s links courses will be lauded and
celebrated until eternity, and rightly so as they are
amongst the most exhilarating in the world, but
they have always tended to overshadow our
wonderful parkland product in course ranking
exercises.
This was the thinking and inspiration behind
BACKSPIN’s decision to bring a completely fresh
approach to Irish golf course rankings six years
ago.
In 2008 BACKSPIN broke fresh ground by
becoming the first publication ever to treat
Ireland’s links and parkland courses separately in
a course rankings poll.
It makes perfect sense. They are, after all,
entirely different forms of golf.

It’s amazing to think that some of our finest
parkland courses have staged such prestigious
international events as the WGC-AmEx
Championship, Ryder Cup, Solheim Cup, Seve
Trophy, European Open, Irish Open and J.P.
McManus Invitational tournament in recent times,
yet if you were asked to make a list of your top15 Irish golf courses - parkland and links grouped
together - the chances are that it would be top
heavy with our links jewels.
BACKSPIN’s pioneering approach provides
Ireland’s parkland and links courses with the stand
alone recognition they richly deserve.
It also creates far greater awareness and
appreciation of the quality and variety of the Irish
golf product at home and abroad.
Our 2014 poll - the detailed results of which
were announced in our previous issue - reflects
the views of 75 vastly experienced personalities
with a strong appreciation of the Irish golf
landscape.

IRELAND’S TOP 30 PARKLAND COURSES

Adare

As ranked by BACKSPIN’S 2014 Voting Panel

1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
8th
9th
10th
12th
13th
14th
15th

Mount Juliet
Adare
K Club - Palmer
Killarney - Killeen
Druids Glen
Headfort - New
Lough Erne - Faldo
Killeen Castle
The Heritage Resort
Carlow
Malone (tied for 10th)
Fota Island Resort
Carton - Montgomerie
Concra Wood
Cork - Little Island

16th
17th
18th
19th
20th
21st
22nd
23rd
24th
25th
26th
27th
28th
29th
30th

Slieve Russell
Hermitage
Carton - O’Meara
Belvoir Park
Bunclody
K Club - Smurfit
Mullingar
Luttrellstown Castle
Palmerstown Stud
Tullamore
Portumna
Powerscourt - East
Westport
Tramore
Woodenbridge

For BACKSPIN’s full 2014 poll results visit...www.backspingolfmagazine.com

BACKSPIN’S 2014 VOTING PANEL
IRISH PROFESSIONALS
RAYMOND BURNS
EAMONN DARCY
EDDIE DOYLE
DONAL GLEESON
PETER HANNA

DAVID HIGGINS
LIAM HIGGINS
FRANCIS HOWLEY
BILLY KINSELLA
BRIAN McELHINNEY

IAN BAMFORD
KEITH BARDON
JOHN BOYD
DECLAN BRANIGAN
MICHAEL BURNS
COLIN BYRNE
ROBBIE CANNON
JOHN CASSIDY
TOM CLEARY
MICHAEL COOTE

PETER COWLEY
BARRY DOYLE
EDDIE DUNNE
BRENDAN EDWARDS
JODY FANAGAN
BERNARD GIBBONS
TONY GOODE
LOYAL GOULDING
NIALL GOULDING
VALERIE HASSETT

BRENDAN McGOVERN
DAVID MORTIMER
CHRISTY O’CONNOR JNR
PETER O’HAGAN
DENIS O’SULLIVAN

JOEY PURCELL
JAMES QUINLIVAN
DES SMYTH
GORDON SMYTH
PHILIP WALTON

IRISH AMATEURS
DOUGIE HEATHER
PADRAIG HOGAN
JOHN L. HUGHES
KEN KEARNEY
ENDA LONERGAN
SHEENA McELROY
MARY McKENNA
HARRY McKINNEY
SEAMUS McPARLAND
IVAN MORRIS

ADRIAN MORROW
CHRISTY MOYLAN
PAT MURRAY
PETER O’HARA
ARTHUR PIERSE
EDDIE POWER
EILEEN ROSE POWER
NIALL QUINN
BARRY REDDAN

IRISH GOLFING MEDIA

Main photo:
Mount Juliet
Vital elements of BACKSPIN’s biennial poll are
fairness and transparency.
In fairness to all clubs we provide our voting
panellists with a complete directory of links and
parkland courses in the 32 counties. The two lists
are set-out in alphabetical order on a county by
county basis for easy reference.
In the few cases where a course has links and
parkland characteristics - for instance, Old Head Golf
Links - we contact the clubs concerned in advance
of conducting our poll to clarify how they wish to
be treated.
Voters are asked to nominate, in order of
preference, the fifteen courses in both categories
that impress and delight them most. Special
emphasis is placed on design, presentation, setting,
challenge and the personal enjoyment factor.
Our voting system awards points to golf clubs
on a sliding scale from 250-pts (top vote) to 50-pts
(15th preference).

PAT CASHMAN
CATHAL DERVAN
PAUL GALLAGHER
PAUL KEANE

SHAY KEENAN
LIAM KELLY
BRIAN KEOGH
DENIS KIRWAN

CHARLIE MULQUEEN
DECLAN O’DONOGHUE
JOHN O’SULLIVAN
PHILIP QUINN

JOHN REDMOND
RAY SCOTT
SEAMUS SMITH
LIAM SPRATT

Druids Glen

continued...
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Awakening

To view the format and results of our 2014 poll
visit www.backspingolfmagazine.com
For Mount Juliet - venue of the WGC AmEx
Championship in 2002 and 2004 - there is the
honour of being acknowledged as the top Irish
parkland course for a fourth consecutive time by
BACKSPIN’s voting panel.
The Jack Nicklaus signature course is an
exhilarating creation. It was soon after he
captured his sixth Green Jacket and 18th major
title at Augusta in 1986 that Nicklaus set about
transforming the late Dr. Tim Mahony’s vision for
Mount Juliet into glorious reality.
The only change in the top-5 from our

2014 POLL STATS - Top Parkland Courses
GOLF COURSES

250pts

225pts 200pts

175pts

1st Mount Juliet (74)

32

12

12

5

2nd Adare (65)

8

18

10

4

3rd K Club - Palmer (56)

6

15

7

8

4th Killarney Killeen (60) 1

4

4

13

5th Druids Glen (54)

4

7

2

4

6th Headfort - New (45)

2

2

4

5

How many of the 75 panellists voted for each course appears in brackets

previous poll is Adare’s rise from 3rd to 2nd ahead
of the K Club’s Palmer course, while Killarney
(Killeen) and Druids Glen retain their 4th and 5th
spots respectively.
The big movers in the top-10 in the parkland
category are Headfort’s New course, which soars
to 6th (from 8th in our three previous polls) and
the Faldo course at Lough Erne, which also rises
two places from 9th to 7th.
Next in line are two other jewels with soaring
reputations, magical Killeen Castle and the
Ballesteros Course at The Heritage Resort.
For Malone our latest poll represents a huge
leap. The delightful Belfast course has gained
many new admirers and soars from 15th to a tie
for 10th with Carlow.
Other parkland courses to make impressive
moves are Concra Wood and Luttrellstown Castle
(both up three places)...Bunclody, which breaks
into the elite top-20 for the first time...Mullingar
(up from 32nd to 22nd)...Tullamore, which rises
from 30th to 25th...and lovely Portumna, which
enters the fray for the first time in 26th place.
BACKSPIN’S imaginative approach to course
rankings means Ireland’s finest parkland courses
now enjoy a higher profile at home and abroad.
The results of BACKSPIN’s biennial Irish Golf Course
Rankings poll are circulated to influential people across
all spectrums of Irish and international golf, including the
world’s golfing media, the global golf tourism industry,
golf’s ruling bodies and our substantial database of event
organisers and golfing CEO’s.

xcellent facilities and hospitality await
golfers at Dundrum House Hotel Golf &
Leisure Resort in Co. Tipperary.
Full leisure centre with pool, sauna, steam
room & jacuzzi. CoachHouse Beauty Rooms for
pampering treatments.

E

RESIDENTIAL STAY & PLAY RATES
2 Night deal from €149pps m/w & €179pps w/end
(2BB, 1 Table d’Hote Dinner*, 2 Golf)

2 Night deal from €139pps m/w & €169pps w/end
(2BB, 1 2-Course Dinner**, 2 Golf)

1 Night deal from €99pps m/w & €119pps w/end

Druids Glen...Grand Slam Series
Enjoy the excitement of this year’s Majors
by playing your very own Grand Slam Series
Register your
your score for each
each of the 4 Majors in conjunction
with our Open Competitions at Druids Glen and Druids Heath.

(1BB, 1 Table d’Hote Dinner*, 1 Golf)

1 Night deal from €89pps m/w & €109pps w/end
(1BB, 1 2-Course Dinner**, 1 Golf)
*Dinner - 4 course Table D’Hote - three choice menu, includes steak option,
in ‘Lady Clementina’s Restaurant.
**Dinner - Soup / 10oz Steak and Tea/Coffee in ‘Lady Clementina’s Restaurant.

FREE GIFT: Societies/groups of 20+ will receive one PING bag (RRP €149)
as a competition prize on the day of their outing if they mention this advert
in BACKSPIN at time of booking.
OFFERS SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY. TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY

Druids Glen Competitions €40
Druids Heath Competitions €25
To
T
o Book a tee-time or
o view our Open
Open Competition
Competitions
ompetitions sc
schedule
he ule visit
hedule
vis
www.druidsglenresort.com
| Telephone
2550/01
www
w..druidsglenresort.com
.druidsglenreso
Telephone
eleph
e
one 01 281 2550/
2550/0
01 281 2560
2
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Telephone: 062.71116
Email: reservations@dundrumhouse.ie

www.dundrumhousehotel.com

THE KILDARE HOTEL,
SPA & COUNTRY CLUB
THE HOME OF CHAMPIONSHIP GOLF

Adare Village, Co. Limerick
Tel: 061-605200

SUMMER OPEN COMPETITIONS
MAY
Monday 5th - Bank Holiday Open Singles €50.00
Wednesday 14th – Ladies Open Day Team of 3 €105.00/team
Saturday 24th - May Open Singles €50.00
JUNE
Wednesday 11th - Ladies Open Day Team of 3 €105.00/team
Sunday 15th - Open Singles €50.00
Sunday 29th - Adare GC Scratch Cups - Junior and Intermediate €50
JULY
Sunday 6th – Open Mixed Competition. €99.00/team
Wednesday 16th - Ladies Open Day Team of 3 €105.00/team
Wednesday 23rd - Golf Digest Open Competition €75.00
Sunday 27th - Open Singles Competition €50.00
AUGUST
Sunday 17th – Senior Scratch Cup €50.00
Sunday 31st – Open Team of Four Event €200.00/team of four
SEPTEMBER
Wednesday 10th - Ladies Open Day Team of 3 €105.00/team
Mondays in September - Open Singles €50.00. GUI cardholders only.
1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th Season ending weekly singles.

● Ladies Opens – The Smurfit Course,
Monday 12th May – Singles Stableford
Monday 9th June & Monday 30th June – 3 person Scramble
● Summer Junior Golf Academy – Monday 30th June
● Sunday 27th July – 3 Person Team Event
(Palmer Ryder Cup Course) sponsored by Srixon
● Sunday 17th August – Singles Stableford
(Palmer Ryder Cup Course) sponsored by Titleist
For more information
visit our website: www.kclub.ie or call (01) 601 7200

For tee times / outing enquiries contact us on

061 605200
Email: golf@adaremanor.com

www.adaremanor.com

WALK IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF GOLFING GREATS

MAY

Headfort New - voted 6th best parkland course in Ireland
in BACKSPIN’s 2014 Course Rankings Poll

Summer Open Competitions at

HEADFORT
GOLF CLUB

Kells, Co. Meath | www.headfortgolfclub.ie

All events can be booked online or ring 046.9282001
MAY SPECIAL
Fri 2, Sat 3 & Mon 5...play the New Course for €35pp (incl pint or bacon bap)

SCRATCH CUPS
Saturday 17 May & Sunday 18 May - Senior Scratch Cup (72-holes)
- Senior Scratch Cup entry form on www.headfortgolfclub.ie Saturday 31 May - (am) Junior Scratch Cup (New)
Saturday 31 May - (pm) Junior Scratch Cup (Old)
Monday 2 June - Intermediate/Minor Scratch Cups (Old)

Sun 4 - Men's Singles S’ford (New)
Mon 5 - 4 Person Team Event (Old)
Tue 6 - Men's Singles S’ford (New)
Wed 7 - Men's Singles S’ford (New - Blue Tees)
Tue 13 - Men's Singles S’ford (New)
Tue 20 - Men's Singles S’ford (Old)
Wed 21 - Men's Seniors Singles (Old)
Sun 25 - Men's Fourball S’ford (Old)
Sun 25 - Ladies Open 3 Person Team (New)
Mon 26 - Four Person Team Event (Old)
Tue 27 - Men's Singles S’ford (New)
Wed 28 - Four Person Team Event (New)
Thu 29 - Men's Fourball S’ford (Old)
Fri 30 - Men's Four Person Team Event (New)
Fri 30 - Ladies Open 2 Person Team (Old)

JUNE
Sun 1 - Four Person Team Event (New)
Tue 3 - Men's Singles S’ford (New)
Wed 4 - Men's Singles S’ford (New - Blue Tees)
Tue 10 - Men's Singles S’ford (New)
Sun 15 - Four Person Team Event (New)
Tue 17 - Men's Singles S’ford (Old)
Wed 18 - Men's Seniors Singles (Old)
Mon 23 - Ladies 3 Person Team Event (Old)
Tue 24 - Men's Singles S’ford (New)

JULY
Tue 1 - Men's Singles S’ford (New)
Wed 2 - Men's Singles S’ford (New - Blue Tees)
Sun 6 - Four Person Team Event (New)
Tue 8 - Men's Singles S’ford (New)
Thu 10 - Ladies 3 Person Team Event (Old)
Tue 15 - Men's Singles S’ford (New)
Wed 16 - Men's Seniors Singles (Old)
Tue 22 - Men's Singles S’ford (New)
Tue 29 - Men's Singles S’ford (Old)
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Advertisement Feature

Make the switch to

Tee it high and let it fly with new AD333 Tour ball

S

rixon has been the number one 2-piece ball brand in
the UK since 2007* thanks to the success of the
AD333, a ball now into its sixth generation and still
going as strong as ever.
Building on the success of the AD333, Srixon has launched
a new ball for the 2014 season in the shape of the AD333
Tour. This ball has been specifically designed for golfers
who don’t necessarily possess a tour level swing speed,
but who want to play a ball that offers the same
characteristics of a tour ball.
The AD333 Tour features technologies found throughout
the entire Srixon range, from AD333 and Soft Feel, to the
premium Z-STAR and Z-STAR XV, all blended together to
create a golf ball that delivers distance, feel and excellent
control.

Spin Skin...
Most notably, Srixon has implemented technologies first applied to the
revolutionary Z-STAR range, the ball of choice for PGA Tour stars Graeme
McDowell and Keegan Bradley as well as the Women’s World No. 1, Inbee Park, in
the shape of Spin Skin.
The Spin Skin is a coating that has been applied to the ball that increases friction
between the club face and the ball upon impact by up to 20 per cent, enabling
golfers to gain increased control on critical scoring shots from any lie. Srixon
achieved this advancement through examining and then altering the molecular
structure of the coating that is applied to each golf ball that comes off the
production line.
*Source: Sports Marketing Surveys Inc & Golf Datatech Retail Audit 2007–2012
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Srixon’s Energetic Gradient
Growth core...

T

he next advancement has come
through the development of Srixon’s
Energetic Gradient Growth core. This
technology is the engine room of the brand’s
golf balls, powering them to increased
distance year upon year across new product
lines.
The Energetic Gradient Growth core in the
AD333 Tour is Srixon’s most advanced core
technology to date.
With a firm outer region that softens
towards the centre, Srixon’s Energetic Gradient
Growth cores are precisely cured at different
temperatures to achieve stiffness variation
within a single material component.
Srixon’s Energetic Gradient Growth core
balls provide greater long-term durability and
consistent power distribution.

The AD333 Tour ball has been specifically designed for golfers who don’t
necessarily possess a tour level swing speed, but who want to play a ball
that offers the same characteristics of a tour ball.
Srixon’s 344 speed dimple pattern...

A

nother distinctive feature of the AD333 Tour
ball is Srixon’s 344 speed dimple pattern
which creates unyielding performance into
the wind, generates a consistent, penetrating ball
flight and promotes low driver spin and high iron
spin.
With each of these technologies featuring in the
AD333 Tour, it provides the perfect combination of
distance off the tee and spin control around the
greens, making it the perfect tour ball for people
who don’t play on tour.
continued...
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Advertisement Feature

Srixon staff player
Graeme McDowell
Pic courtesy of Srixon UK

Find a ball that suits your game,
like G-Mac and other tour stars...

S

rixon has a number of global golf icons on
its tour staff. Dominating the women’s
game through the success of Inbee Park,
who took the US LPGA Money list title and
Player of the Year award after winning three
majors in 2013, Srixon has already added a
number of titles across the globe this season, to
add to an impressive tally of 70 wins worldwide
in 2013.
From rising stars in the game in the shape of
Hideki Matsuyama to household names such as
Miguel Angel Jimenez, Graeme McDowell and
Keegan Bradley, Srixon is fast amassing a strong
list of staff players as the company’s brand
growth continues to spread from its origins in
Japan, across Europe, the UK and now into the
US.
With golf balls to suit any standard of golfer in its
2014 line up, you can find out more and start
your journey to better scores by visiting

www.srixon.co.uk
On our website you’ll find a custom ball fitter
tool and information on ball fitting days in
Ireland where you can try out and get fitted for a
ball to suit your game.

Other balls in the Srixon family...

It’s not the taking part...

IT’S THE WINNING THAT COUNTS
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FOR PEOPLE WHO DON’T PLAY ON TOUR

THE NEW SRIXON AD333 TOUR FEATURES A SUPER-SOFT URETHANE COVER FOR
TOUR-LEVEL PRECISION COMBINING SUPERIOR DISTANCE, CONTROL AND FEEL;
SPIN SKIN ™ TECHNOLOGY FOR UP TO 20% INCREASED FRICTION WITH THE CLUB FACE
FOR MORE SPIN ON APPROACH SHOTS AND SHORT GAME CONTROL; HIGHLY RESILIENT
IONOMER MID-LAYER FOR REDUCED DRIVER SPIN, GREATER DISTANCE AND IMPROVED FEEL.

Equipment Focus...

P

ING has been an iconic brand name in golf for
over fifty years and each year the company’s
visionaries, engineers and craftsmen push back
the boundaries a little further in terms of game
improvement technology.
On these pages we showcase some of the latest
PING products on the market, including the long,
high-flying Karsten® hybrid/iron set and two
revolutionary new putter lines with variable-depth
grooves...the Karsten® TR series and the Ketsch.
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“Our constant push for
innovation continues
to inspire technologies
that help every type of
golfer play better.”
- John A. Solheim
PING Chairman & CEO

Left & right:

The Karsten® Iron

Karsten® Hybrid/Iron set inspires confidence...

T

he Karsten® Iron is a distance iron that is
designed to deliver more than distance. It starts
with a thin, stable face creating faster ball speeds
and forgiving contact. It ends with flag-finding results
that land softly thanks to a higher ball flight. In
between, the only thing better than the solid feel is
knowing you’re hitting it farther and more precisely
than ever before.
With hybrids to match your needs, it’s a complete
set - properly gapped so you will feel confident from
any yardage.
In the 17-4 stainless steel irons, longer distance
comes from precision-engineered loft and club length
progressions scientifically paired with wide sole designs
that yield a deep Centre of Gravity. The Custom Tuning
Port integrates with the sole, which reinforces the

thinner face to increase ball velocity for greater
distance and maximum height. Made of soft elastomer,
the CTP produces a solid feel, an attribute that is often
sacrificed in distance-focused irons. The forgiving sole
positions the CG low and back for higher maximum
height while helping the club glide through the turf for
increased forgiveness. The hybrids have a deeper head
profile and a wide sole to blend seamlessly with the
irons for proper distance gapping and trajectories.
The CG locations are progressive – farther back in
the lower-lofted heads to promote higher launch; they
are lower and more forward in the higher-lofted
options to reduce spin. Extreme internal heel-and-toe
weighting raises the MOI, so golfers don’t always have
to hit it perfectly to get maximum performance.
continued..

Karsten® Hybrid/Iron Set
RRP’s in Ireland
€105 per club
with steel shaft
€125 per club
with graphite shaft
(Hybrids available only
with graphite shaft and
not sold separately)

Talk to your PGA professional
about getting your new set of
PING clubs custom-fit

KARSTEN HYBRID/IRON SET
– Available 3H, 4H, 5H, 5-9, PW, UW, SW
– Stock steel shaft: PING CFS® Distance (Soft R, R, S, X)
– Stock graphite shaft: KS 401 (Soft R, R, S)

To view the complete range
of PING products visit...

www.ping.com
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Equipment Focus...

P

utting is the one area which
offers golfers of all standards
the greatest scope for lowering
their scores.
Putting is all about developing
feel and a consistent stroke
through regular practice.
Experiment with your stroke
and discover the PING putter
that works best for you.

“To help golfers make more putts, our
patented variable-depth groove
technology is milled directly into the
face of the new Karsten TR series,
yielding unmatched distance control.”
- John A. Solheim
PING Chairman & CEO

Let the good times roll with distinctive
Karsten® TR putter technology...

S

ome of PING’s most successful, timeless and tour-proven head designs are showcased
in the five new putters featuring TR (True Roll) technology. Variable-depth grooves are
milled directly into the face, providing unmatched distance control. Grooves are
deepest in the centre and shallower toward the perimeter for greatly improved ball-speed
consistency and distance control, leading to more putts made and fewer three-putts. An
elastomer back-cavity insert enhances sound and feel for valuable auditory feedback.
Available in a fixed-length shaft (35 inches is standard) or an adjustable version that can
be modified between 31 inches and 38 inches to optimise fitting accuracy prior to a round.
The copper PVD finish offers a distinctive appeal.
The five Karsten® TR models detailed below fit all stroke types: Slight Arc, Strong Arc and
Straight.

Karsten® TR Putters
RRP’s in Ireland
€189 Adjustable
€159 Non Adjustable

Anser 2 (345g)

B60 (345g)

PAL (360g)

Zing (350g)

Anser 5 (365g)

– Slight Arc stroke
– Adjustable +/- 4
degrees from std.
lie angle

– Slight Arc stroke
– Adjustable +/- 4
degrees from std.
lie angle

– Slight Arc stroke
– Adjustability +/- 4
degrees from std.
lie angle

– Strong Arc stroke
– Adjustability +/- 4
degrees from std.
lie angle

– Straight stroke
– Adjustability +/- 4
degrees from std.
lie angle

Left:

Karsten Anser 5
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www.ping.com
Variable-depth grooves and a smart look are
attractive features of PING’s new mallet-style
Ketsch putter...

P

ING have introduced the Ketsch putter, which the company precision mills at its
headquarters to offer unprecedented distance control, extreme forgiveness, and
accurate alignment. It is the newest model to benefit from variable-depth
grooves, which produce consistent results across the face. A 17-4 stainless steel sole
weight creates a high MOI and makes the aluminium, mallet-style head highly forgiving.
“What really stands out about the Ketsch is the captured look it provides at address,
inspiring confidence and promoting a consistent stroke, the key to holing more putts,”
says John A. Solheim, PING Chairman & CEO. “It has three white, contrasting alignment
aids extending from the top of the matte-black crown. The centre line runs all the way
to the back to make aiming easy. Our research shows that the head shape promotes
extremely consistent alignment for the majority of golfers. Those factors, combined with
our revolutionary variable-depth grooves and a high MOI, will help golfers putt more
consistently.”
Variable-depth grooves milled into the face ensure ball-speed consistency whether
the ball is struck in the centre of the face, toward the heel or toe, high or low. Grooves
are deepest in the centre and shallower toward the perimeter, which PING calls True
Roll (TR) Technology. PING studies show an increase in ball-speed consistency of nearly
50% compared to a non-grooved face when measured at nine points across the face.

“What really stands out
about the Ketsch putter is the
captured look it provides at
address, inspiring confidence
and promoting a consistent
stroke, the key to holing
more putts.”
- John A. Solheim
PING Chairman & CEO

Ketsch Putters
RRP’s in Ireland
€245 Adjustable
€275 Counter Balanced
Adjustable
€215 Fixed
€245 Counter Balanced
Fixed

Ketsch Putter Technical
Specifications

To fit their body type and putting style, golfers can choose a fixed-length shaft
(35 inches is standard), or they can upgrade to an adjustable-length version
they can modify between 31 and 38 inches prior to a round.
The Ketsch is available in three shaft bends to fit any stroke type: Straight, Slight Arc, or
Strong Arc. Results from hundreds of player and robot tests at PING show that golfers are
more consistent with a putter balanced to fit their stroke type.
The midsize PP58 black rubber grip is designed with a familiar shape, but its
larger size quiets the wrists for improved confidence and stroke repeatability.

* Variable-depth grooves improve ball-speed
consistency nearly 50%
* Aluminium mallet-style head milled at PING
with 17-4 stainless steel sole weight
* Three white contrasting lines on matte-black
head and detailed milling lines on surface
aid in alignment
* Optional adjustable-length shaft adjusts
31 to 38 inches
* Counterbalanced option available
* Shaft bends available to fit Straight, Slight
Arc or Strong Arc putting strokes

View the complete range of PING equipment, clothing and accessories at...

www.ping.com
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Leopardstown Golf Centre 1964 - 2014

Ireland’s
John Jacobs

Celebrates 50th anniversary
Fifty years after the
legendary John Jacobs
introduced the concept of
floodlit golf to Ireland,
the Leopardstown
Golf Centre in Foxrock
is firmly established as
an institution in Irish golf
offering a complete suite
of game improvement
facilities and expertise.

A

s Ireland’s premier game improvement
facility celebrates its 50th anniversary it is
opportune to reflect on the vision that
John Jacobs had for golf in Ireland back in the
mid-1960s and his early influence on the
Leopardstown Golf Centre becoming an
institution in Irish golf.
Jacobs was a massive figure in the game, a
man ahead of his time. The British golfing legend
was a household name as a golf instructor by the
time he set about creating a number of
innovative golf centres in the 1960s.
He identified a great opportunity to introduce
golf to the masses in this country at
Leopardstown, and this was to become the first
of these pioneering ventures.
Floodlit golf was the way forward. The
concept of being able to practice at night on
synthetic surfaces in a floodlit driving range
introduced a whole new dimension to golf in

Pure Golf Leopardstown professional Michael Allan in the
private tuition bays on the upper level of the driving range

Photo by: PAT CASHMAN
www.cashmanphotography.ie

Ireland in the 1960s.
The John Jacobs Golf Centre, as it was known
then, took off like wildfire.
Dr. Golf, as he became known, was passionate
about his Irish project. On his regular visits he
would teach from 10am to 10pm and golfers had
to book tuition with him well in advance. At the
end of each evening he enjoyed walking along
the driving range introducing himself to patrons,
offering pointers and fuelling their passion for the
game.
In the early years a team of dynamic young
PGA professionals - Bernard Gibbons, Gerry Egan,
Brian O’Brien, Joe O’Keeffe and Tony Curtin dispensed the John Jacobs teaching style as
hordes of beginners, club golfers and top players
adopted the Golf Centre as part of their golfing
lives.
Regular visitors in those early years included
Christy O’Connor Snr and Jnr, John O’Leary,
Jimmy Kinsella, Pat Mulcare, David Sheahan,
Rupert de Lacy Staunton, Mary McKenna and
other stars and rising talents. The attraction was
being able to practice at night between October
and March.
John Jacobs returned to the Leopardstown
Golf Centre in 2008 for a special tribute event. He
reminisced with old friends and special guests
from all spectrums of Irish golf who came to
salute his remarkable contribution to golf.
He expressed delight at the way the centre
has evolved, becoming part of the fabric of Irish
golf. His vision for Leopardstown has been taken
to a whole new level.
Today, the Leopardstown Golf Centre is a
multi-faceted state-of-the-art facility. It benefits
from a prime location just off the M50 and
attracts thousands of regular patrons from a wide
catchment area.

Avail of superb game improvement facilities & expertise
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Leopardstown Golf Centre
Ireland’s Premier
Game Improvement Centre
* State-of-the-art driving range
* 18-hole golf course
* Excellent practice & tuition facilities
* All-weather short game area
* Dedicated Putting Studio
* Pure Golf PGA pro shop
* Club & ball custom fitting services
* Golf fashion boutiques
* 100-seater Leopardstown Café

Green Fee Rates (18 holes)
Adults.....................................................................€15
Students & Seniors.........................................€12
Juniors (aged 10-16 yrs)..............................€10
Twilight Rate (after 7pm) ...........................€10

Driving Range
Large Basket of balls ........................................€6
(8am-4pm Mon-Fri, incl Bank Holiday Mondays)

Loyalty Card (top-up as you wish)

A huge level of investment in recent
times by the promoters, Horse Racing
Ireland, has transformed Ireland’s premier
game improvement centre for golfers into
one of the finest facilities of its kind in
Europe.
The centre is served by an imposing
22,000 sq ft clubhouse incorporating a fully
stocked pro shop, fashion boutiques, the
popular 100-seater Leopardstown Café and,
of course, top class game improvement
facilities.
Ireland’s Home of Golf is a hive of activity
each day with golfers of all ages and skill
levels indulging their passion for the game.
The centre offers a complete suite of
game improvement and custom-fitting
services and facilities staffed by the
dynamic Pure Golf Leopardstown team of
PGA professionals.
You can practice anytime between early
morning and late evening in the fully
automated two-tier 74-bay floodlit driving
range, which sports a great new look with
royal blue PING bay dividers affording more
privacy as you work on your game.
You can also avail of the centre’s
enclosed all-weather, floodlit tour-spec
short game practice area, with a charge of
€5 per 45-mins or annual membership for
just €100!
And you can introduce a real cutting
edge to your short game by booking a
course of lessons in the centre’s dedicated
Putting Studio, where every aspect of your
putting stroke can be analysed.
The centre is also ‘home’ to a huge
community of lady society golfers who play
each week on the popular 18-hole lay-out.

And, of course, the centre continues to
play a huge role in promoting junior golf.
Kids are welcomed, encouraged and given
access to top class tuition from an early age.
The emphasis at Junior Camps is on
providing kids with an enjoyable and
enlightening introduction to the game.
Many of these kids will go on to develop
a lifelong passion for golf, which is exactly
the vision John Jacobs had in mind when
he launched his innovative new venture in
Leopardstown fifty years ago.
The popular
Leopardstown Café

All-Weather Practice Facility
Short game practice (45 mins)..................€5
Annual Membership Card......................€100

GOLF CENTRE OPENING HOURS:
Monday to Friday
8am-10pm
Weekends & Bank Holiday (Mon)
8am - 7pm

SPECIAL OFFER
Large basket of balls

€6.00
8am-4pm Mon-Fri
incl Bank Holiday Mondays!

The all-weather short game
practice facility

at the Leopardstown Golf Centre...Ireland's Home of Golf
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Kerry hospitality jewel

A

n excellent option for golfers visiting the
famous Ring of Kerry is popular QC’s
Seafood Restaurant, Bar & Townhouse on
Main Street in Cahirciveen.
With 6 beautifully presented guest rooms
Qc’s has become a popular venue for
couples exploring
the many lovely
golf courses and
tourist attractions
in the locality.
It is a short
drive to Waterville
and Dooks.
For more details...
Tel: 066.9472244
and log-on to
www.qcbar.com

Big summer fixtures...
US OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP
June 12th - 15th
Pinehurst Resort, NC (No.2 Course)

IRISH OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP
June 19th - 22nd
Fota Island Golf Resort, Cork,

THE OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP
July 17th - 20th
Royal Liverpool, Hoylake, England

US PGA CHAMPIONSHIP
August 7th - 10th
Valhalla GC, Louisville, Kentucky

THE 2014 RYDER CUP
September 26th - 28th
Gleneagles, Scotland

HOT off the

PRESS

A

IG Ireland, the Golfing Union of Ireland and Irish Ladies Golf Union have come
together under one umbrella in a sponsorship arrangement that will see the
international insurance organisation support amateur men’s and women’s golf
throughout the country. The announcement marks the extension of AIG Ireland’s
16-year association with the GUI and signals the beginning of a new sponsorship
arrangement with the ILGU.
Above: At the AIG sponsorship announcement at Carton House Golf Club were Dublin hurler Joey
Boland, New Zealand rugby player Doug Howlett, golfers Shane Lowry and Olivia Mehaffey, and Dublin
footballer Bernard Brogan.

R

olex presents The World of Professional Golf 2014
is a beautiful book that records and celebrates all the
remarkable happenings on tour during 2013.
There is a chapter on each of the majors and on each of
the main tours.
There are scoring summaries of professional events
worldwide, along with the World Rankings and World
Money Lists.
This is the 48th edition of the essential guide to the
world of professional golf, an annual publication created by
the late Mark H. McCormack, founder and chairman
of IMG.

ROLEX presents
THE WORLD OF PROFESSIONAL GOLF 2014
48th annual edition
Published by www.carltonbooks.co.uk
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72-hole Headfort Scratch Cup

T

he 72-hole Headfort Scratch Cup on May 17th &
18th will provide leading amateurs with the
opportunity to play the club’s two outstanding
courses and an exciting new dimension is that the
event will offer World Amateur Ranking points, as
approved by the R&A.
Sponsored by SuperValu (Kells), the event will
embrace both the Old course and the New, which
soared to 6th best Irish parkland course in Backspin’s
2014 course rankings.
There will be a 36-hole cut with the top-50 and
ties qualifying for the final 36-holes.

Headfort - New

A truly wonderful Parkland & Links Package

M

ount Juliet and Portmarnock
have come together to create a
very attractive Parkland-Links Package
which provides golfers with an
opportunity to play the No.1 ranked
parkland and links courses in
BACKSPIN’s 2014 Irish Golf Course
Rankings poll.
The Jack Nicklaus signature course at
Mount Juliet has topped all four
biennial polls conducted by this
magazine to date and, of course,
Portmarnock is one of the finest links
courses in creation.
The Parkland-Links Package runs
from April to October 2014 and offers
the following arrangements:

* 27-holes at Portmarnock golf course
with lunch per person
* 2 nights B&B and 2 rounds of golf per
person in a Clubhouse room at Mount
Juliet
The package is priced €375 per
person sharing (midweek) and €415 per
person sharing (weekend).
The Parkland-Links offer is subject to
availability and Terms & Conditions
apply.
For more details regarding this
package contact Karl Cullen, Golf Sales
Co-ordinator at Mount Juliet Golf
Club.
Tel: Karl at 056-777 3012
Email: kcullen@mountjuliet.ie

Above: Irish Team Manager Gemma Butler pictured with Julie
McCarthy (Forrest Little) after her victory in the Scottish Under
16 Girls Open Strokeplay Championship at Strathmore Golf
Centre.

Julie’s season off to hot start

T

hese are exciting times for Julie McCarthy (Forrest
Little). The Irish girls champion made a flying start to
the 2014 season by winning the Scottish U-16 Girls
Open Strokeplay title at Stratmore Golf Centre.
A sizzling 6-under-par 66 final round earned Julie a
one-shot victory over Emma Spitz (Austria).

Portmarnock

Mount Juliet

T

he R&A Golfer’s Handbook is the ultimate reference guide to the world of
golf. It offers comprehensive coverage of every aspect of the game.
It was first published in 1899 and each year it keeps golfing enthusiasts up to
date with a multitude of facts and figures from amateur and professional events
throughout the world.
The book also provides profiles of current and former golfing greats, a
directory of over 5,000 Golf Clubs in the UK, Ireland and elsewhere, along with
the complete Rules of Golf and a brief history of the game and how it developed.
Several leading international golf writers chart all the drama as it unfolded at
golf’s showpiece events during 2013, including Phil Mickelson’s remarkable
victory in The Open Championship at Muirfield.

THE R&A GOLFER’S HANDBOOK 2014
Golf’s No.1 Reference Book
Edited by Renton Laidlaw
2014 edition published by Hamlyn / Octopus Publishing
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The Concession Cup is a great concept

A

prestigious new event to be launced in America at the end of
April - The Concession Cup - has been inspired by the
extraordinary gesture of sportsmanship that Jack Nicklaus
demonstrated at the 1969 Ryder Cup at Royal Birkdale when he
conceded a two-foot putt to GB&Ireland’s Tony Jacklin to halve their
match. This resulted in the first-ever tie in the history of the matches.
The Concession Cup has been created to celebrate the 45th
anniversary of this iconic moment in golf.
It is fitting that Nicklaus and Jacklin were invited to serve as
Honorary Captains at the inaugural Concession Cup match, which
will take place at The Concession Club in Florida from April 29thMay 3rd.
This biennial amateur team matchplay competition is designed
to bring together leading mid-amateurs, senior amateurs and super
senior amateurs from the USA and Great Britain & Ireland.
The Concession Cup is a 3-day event that
will be played in the traditional team
matchplay format of foursomes, fourballs and
singles.
There will be a strong Irish representation
at the inaugural match.
The 8-man GB&I Mid-Amateur team
(25-54 age group) includes Robbie Cannon,
Harry Diamond and Eoghan O’Connell.
The 8-man Seniors team (age 55 and over)
includes Adrian Morrow, Arthur Pierse and
Maurice Kelly.
A review of the inaugural event will
appear in the next issue.

Visitors and Societies Welcome
For Tee Times, Rates and Reservations

Tel: 066-9474102 Fax: 066-9474482
WATERV IL L E, C OUNTY KERRY
Emai l : w vgol f @i ol .i e

www.watervillegolflinks.ie

The Concession Cup
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s Famous 18-hole championship course
s Excellent dining & clubhouse facilities
s Superb venue for golf & a variety of social occasions
www.Woodbrook.ie

Read special
club feature on the
following pages

s of amazing
year
you
Ten

GREAT STAY & PLAY OFFERS
Tullow, Co Carlow
Tel: 059.91 80100
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/mountwolseley
Twitter: @mountwolseley

Golfers Midweek Paradise

Golfers Two Night Stay

- Exceptional Golfers delight Overnight Accommodation in a Deluxe
Double or Twin room, with 18 Holes on our
Championship Golf Course and
Full Irish Breakfast the next morning.
Available midweek only.
From : €59.95 (pps)

Enjoy 2 nights’ B&B accommodation in a
Deluxe room with dinner on one evening in
Frederick's Fine Dining Restaurant
(Early Bird menu 5.30 pm- 7.00 pm)
and a round on our Christy O’Connor Jnr
designed Championship Golf Course.
From : €174.00 (pps)

OFFERS SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY. TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY.

Email: golf@mountwolseley.ie Web: www.mountwolseley.ie
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K

illarney Golf & Fishing Club is one of the
most delightful settings for golf imaginable.
Two stunning championship courses and
excellent practice facilities are set in magical
surroundings that have been described as
‘Heaven’s Reflex’ and ‘The Nearest Golf Club to
Heaven’.
It is, truly, Heaven on Earth and visiting golfers
are welcomed with open arms by both the Golf
Club and an abundance of excellent hotels in the
locality.
The two courses are nestled amidst the scenic
splendour of the famous Lakes of Killarney in the
shadow of the majestic MacGillycuddy Reeks. This
inspiring setting moves many an overseas visitor
to extol it as the most enchanting golfing venue
on earth.
Bing Crosby was blown away by the beauty of
the place and the late doyen of golf
commentators Henry Longhurst once famously
remarked on a visit to Killarney, “What a lovely
place to die.”
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The Killeen course is the jewel in the crown.
It meanders around the shores of Lough Lein
against the magnificent backdrop of the
Mountains of Killarney National Park. It has
hosted the Irish Open on four occasions
(1991/1992/2010/2011) along with the Curtis Cup
in 1996, when the home team triumphed.
The 7250-yds Killeen course is ideally suited to
long, straight hitters. It features tight tree lined
fairways, slick undulating greens, water features
on nearly every hole and spectacular lakeside
scenery.
Mahony's Point is the shorter of the two
courses and ideal for players of all skill levels and
golf societies. Course characteristics include
generous fairways, large greens with subtle
breaks, well placed bunkers and water hazards.
This delightful lakeside course offers spectacular
views and the breathtaking lakeside par-3 18th
inspired the legendary Gene Sarazen to describe
it as “one of the most memorable holes in the
world”.

Main photo: A spectacular aerial view
of Killarney Golf & Fishing Club.
Above: The famous 18th hole on the
Mahony’s Point course.
Opposite page: The 2nd hole on the
beautiful Killeen course.

Photos courtesy of
Killarney Golf & Fishing Club.

The richly wooded grounds for the golf
courses were originally made available by Lord
Castlerosse, an avid golfer, whose passion for
horticulture is evident in the colourful and varied
shrubbery throughout.
The club has extensive practice facilities with
large putting greens, three separate pitching and
chipping greens, as well as a floodlit covered
driving range.
A team of resident PGA Professionals offer top
quality tuition packages and clinics for individual
golfers and groups of all abilities at the club’s
Killarney School of Golf Academy. The aim at the
Academy is to help golfers develop consistent
swings, confident attitudes and improved short
games. The Academy provides golfers with access
to the latest tuition technology including the
revolutionary TrackMan golf coaching and
analysis system.
Killarney Golf & Fishing Club is a perfect venue
for society outings and corporate days. Packages
can be tailor-made to suit all budgets. The club

offers excellent rates and can provide a number
of dining options for your outing, as well as
services such as golf clinics, on-course
competitions, along with club, cart and trolley
hire.
The state-of-the-art PGA Pro Shop is an
Aladdin’s Cave with a fantastic selection of
clothing, accessories and equipment from
leading brands including Cutter & Buck, Nike,
Adidas, Glenmuir, Galvin Green, PING, Callaway
and Titleist.
Contact details...
To obtain full details regarding facilities, green
fee offers and group outings at Killarney Golf &
Fishing Club...
Tel: +353 (0) 64 66 31034
Fax: +353 (0) 64 66 33065
Email: reservations@killarneygolfclub.ie
Follow us on Facebook & Twitter

www.killarney-golf.com

Two Round
Summer Special
Play one round on the
Killeen course and one
round on the Mahony’s
Point course for just €99.
The second round
to be played within
7-days of the first.
Offer available
Monday to Thursday
from
1st May to 28th August
2014.
Subject to availability.
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Clara Young

Rising Ulster star Olivia Mehaffey retains
Irish Girls U-18 Open Strokeplay title

O

livia Mehaffey (Royal Co. Down) confirmed her status as one of the finest prospects
in Irish ladies golf by retaining the Irish Girls U-18 Open Strokeplay title in
impressive fashion at Roganstown Golf & Country Club in April.
Olivia posted rounds of 69+71+74 to freewheel to a five-shot victory margin over Clara
Young (Scotland), who closed with a level par 71.
Next best of the Irish was Mary Doyle (The Heath) in 6th place, while Julie McCarthy
(Forrest Little) produced a strong performance to tie for 12th place.
Olivia, Mary and Julie combined to win the International Team award.
The event attracted a huge entry including competitors from England, Scotland,
Germany, Sweden, Austria and Finland.

Top: Mary McKenna (President, Irish Ladies Golf Union) presenting Olivia Mehaffey (Royal County Down
Ladies) with the 2014 Irish Under 18 Girls Open Strokeplay Championship trophy after her victory at
Roganstown GC. Also pictured are Gerard McNally (Captain, Roganstown GC) and Brenda Craig (Lady
Captain, Roganstown GC).
Left: Runner-up Clara Young (Scotland) follows the flight of a shot.
Below: A fine action study of title winner Olivia Mehaffey (Royal Co. Down).

To view these and hundreds of other photos taken by Pat Cashman
at Irish amateur golf events visit...

www.cashmanphotography.ie
On these pages we
feature a selection of
photographs taken by
Pat Cashman at the
Irish Girls U-18
Open Strokeplay
Championship and the
2014 Irish Women’s
Interprovincial matches.
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Olivia Mehaffey

Impressive Leinster victory

U

lster did not surrender the Irish Women’s
Interprovincial title easily at Tramore Golf Club in
mid-April. A keenly contested final against
Leinster could have gone either way with Leinster taking
a slender 2-1 advantage from the morning foursomes into
the singles duels.
Olivia Mehaffey produced a rousing display to deny
Ariana Coyle Diez in the top singles, which drew Ulster
level, but the match swung in Leinster’s favour with Amy
Farrell, Mary Doyle and Karen Delaney all putting points
on the board.
Maria Dunne secured a half point for Leinster in her
match against Jessica Ross.
Ulster battled to the very end with Niamh Ward edging
out Deirdre Smith to narrow the victory margin.

Ariana Coyle Diez

Top: Leinster's Ariana Coyle Diez taking a
"selfie" of herself and the Leinster team of
Aedin Murphy, Deirdre Smith, Mary
Doyle, Maria Dunne, Sinead Keane (Team
Captain), Carla Reynolds, Karen Delaney
and Amy Farrell after their victory at the
Women's Interprovincial Matches at
Tramore Golf Club.
Above left: Leinster's Team Captain
Sinead Keane congratulates Karen
Delaney on her win on the 18th green to
secure victory for Leinster on the final day
of the Women's Interprovincial Matches.
Above: Leinster's Maria Dunne checking
distance.
Left: Leinster's Ariana Coyle Diez driving
from the 10th tee during the Women’s
Interprovincials at Tramore Golf Club.
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PARTING SHOT from the Editor...

Ryder Cup countdown
gains momentum
Both Ryder Cup teams now have two Vice Captains in place ahead of the
biennial matches at Gleneagles in September. Paul McGinley will go into battle
with two great wingmen...Des Smyth and Sam Torrance.
uropean Ryder Cup captain Paul
McGinley has every reason to feel
upbeat as the countdown to the
2014 Matches at Gleneagles in September
gains momentum.
Several European team players are
running into form ahead of the busy
summer schedule and McGinley can plan
ahead with two vastly experienced and
trusted lieutenants in his corner.
McGinley has made inspired calls by
naming Ireland’s Des Smyth and
Scotland’s Sam Torrance as his first two
Vice Captains for the biennial contest in
Scotland from September 26th-28th.
The duo will bring vital Ryder Cup
experience to the European team room.
Torrance played in eight consecutive
matches from 1981 to 1995, memorably
holing the winning putt at The Belfry in
1985. He was a member of three winning
teams and the Belfry is a venue which
continued to have particular resonance for
the Scot as, 17 years later, in the role of
European Captain he led his charges to an
emotional 151⁄2pts-121⁄2pts triumph.
Smyth, meanwhile, played in the Ryder
Cup matches at The Greenbrier in West
Virginia in 1979 and at Walton Heath in
1981. He also served as Vice Captain to Ian
Woosnam at The K Club in 2006 where
Europe recorded their record home
victory of 181⁄2pts - 91⁄2pts.

THE 2014 RYDER CUP
Venue: Gleneagles, Scotland
Dates: 26th-28th September

TEAM CAPTAINS
Europe – Paul McGinley
USA – Tom Watson

VICE CAPTAINS
Europe – Des Smyth
& Sam Torrance
USA - Ray Floyd & Andy North
Both teams may announce additional
Vice Captains closer to the matches

E

European Captain Paul McGinley
is flanked by 2014 Vice Captains
Des Smyth and Sam Torrance
Photo courtesy of European Tour

McGinley knows the value of having a
strong back room team.
The Ryder Cup may be won and lost on
the golf course, but what goes on behind
the scenes in the team room each evening
can have an inspirational effect on team
members.
McGinley alluded to this during the
recent Irish Golf Writers’ Awards when
questioned about the atmosphere in the
team room on the eve of The Miracle at
Medinah two years ago.
Europe trailed America by four points

entering the singles session but drew
great inspiration from Ian Poulter’s
incredible five-birdie finish in the last
fourball match on the course on Saturday
evening. This earned Poulter and Rory
McIlroy a vital 1-up victory over Jason
Dufner and Zach Johnson.
Poulter galvanised the team when he
strode into the European team room
afterwards and declared that all was not
lost and the team still had a pulse, or
words to that effect!
Roll on Gleneagles!

Editorial, Advertising
& Accounts:
“Birkdale”,
4, Rathmichael Manor,
Loughlinstown,
County Dublin, Ireland.
Email: golfbiz@eircom.net
Tel: (00.353.1) 2827269

CELEBRATING 15 YEARS ON THE IRISH MARKET IN 2014

www.backspingolfmagazine.com
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Hundreds of miles of beautiful beaches, fantastic
sightseeing and shopping in the shadow of the
legendary Petronas Towers. Marvel at the Orang
Utan, the ‘man of the forest’, the most gentle of
creatures. A golfer will never be far from a green.
Tee-off from the cool of the hills, from the sea
shore or even from the edge of the jungle.

The time is now. The place is Malaysia

For more information please visit:
www.tourismmalaysia.gov.my
Tourism Malaysia Dublin
Level 3A Shelbourne House
Shelbourne Road
Dublin 4
Tel: + 353 1 237 62 43
email: info@tourism-malaysiadublin.com

IT’S
A
DISTANCE
IRON

DON’T LET THE FORGIVENESS,
CONTROL AND SOLID FEEL FOOL YOU.

©2014 PING P.O. BOX 82000 PHOENIX, AZ 85071

Introducing the Karsten® iron – a distance iron that
delivers more than distance. It starts with a thin,
stable face creating faster ball speeds and forgiving
FRQWDFW,WHQGVZLWKÁDJÀQGLQJUHVXOWVWKDWODQG
VRIWO\ WKDQNV WR D KLJKHU EDOO ÁLJKW ,Q EHWZHHQ
the only thing better than the solid feel is knowing
you’re hitting it farther and more precisely than
ever before. With hybrids to match your needs,
it’s a complete set – properly gapped so you feel
FRQÀGHQW IURP DQ\ \DUGDJH 9LVLW D 3,1* )LWWLQJ
Specialist or ping.com.

