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● Get your game in shape in 2016

Focus on rising amateur star and his
Leopardstown coach, JOHN LANGAN
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Golfer of the Year sponsorship
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JOIN A LEOPARDSTOWN LADIES SOCIETY IN 2016
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Above: Geraldine Vance beside the
club’s roll call of captains.
Right: Geraldine receives best wishes
from 2015 captain Joan O’Donnell.
Below: Club committee members (back
row) Geraldine Vance, Ann O’Dwyer,
Sheelagh Hickey and Marie Groome,
(front row) Noreen Colleran, Anne
Cooke, Joan O’Donnell and Deirdre
Burke.

eraldine Vance, a member and past captain
of the Saturday Fairways, will take over the
captaincy role for 2016 as the Leopardstown
Ladies Club goes from strength to strength.
Geraldine becomes the tenth captain of the
ILGU-affiliated Leopardstown Ladies Golf Club,
following on from other inspired choices for the
role...Jackie Hayes, Phyl Walsh, Michelle Savage,
Anne Weir, Stephanie Carney, Tina Harrington, the
late Pat Grogan, Sheelagh Hickey and Joan
O’Donnell.
Geraldine will be supported during her
captaincy by a dedicated group of committee
members and an enthusiastic membership.
Leopardstown Ladies Golf Club has a busy
programme of competitions, various social events
and a number of outings to golf clubs planned for
2016.
Geraldine’s drive-in will take place in March and
her Captain’s Prize will be held during the summer.
Leopardstown Ladies Golf Club welcomes new
members. For details enquire at reception or email
leopardstownladies@gmail.com

Geraldine takes reins for club’s 10th season
Club Captains
Leopardstown Ladies Golf Club
2007 - Jackie Hayes
2008 - Phyl Walsh
2009 - Michelle Savage
2010 - Anne Weir
2011 - Stephanie Carney
2012 - Tina Harrington
2013 - Pat Grogan
2014 - Sheelagh Hickey
2015 - Joan O’Donnell
2016 - Geraldine Vance
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Coach John Langan and star
pupil Alex Gleeson at work at
the Leopardstown Golf Centre.

Main photo by PAT CASHMAN

A bright future
beckons for
Alex Gleeson,
a rising young
amateur star who has
formed a strong
player-coach
relationship with
Leopardstown PGA
professional
John Langan.

R

esident Leopardstown PGA professional
John Langan first spotted Alex Gleeson’s
potential while he served as assistant
professional at Milltown Golf Club.
John recalls that a real passion for golf,
willingness to learn and determination to
improve marked the youngster out as a special
talent.
In the short space of a decade the gifted
21-year-old has, indeed, made huge strides and
established himself as one of Ireland’s finest
young amateur golfers.
Over the years Alex and John have developed
an excellent player-coach relationship and over
brunch at the Golf Centre recently Alex
acknowledged the important role his coach plays

in his development: “John is brilliant. He’s easy to
understand and technical without throwing a lot
of jargon at you.”
Their coaching sessions are varied, intense and
highly productive, with a strong focus on ball
striking, the short game and the psychology of
golf.
Much of the hard work is done on the range
during the winter months, a time of year when
Alex also spends quality time developing his
fitness.
Of course, there is also the important matter
of Alex’s studies. While his golf game is soaring to
new heights he has also been focused on a 3-year
course in Health and Performance Science at
UCD.

The sky’s the limit for

Exciting times for rising star and his Leopardstown coach
2

LEOPARDSTOWN GOLF NEWS

On the basis that success breeds success Alex
is destined for a glittering future.
He is starting to fulfil his rich promise at a time
when Irish amateur golf is riding the crest of a
wave.
Earlier this season the richly talented Castle
member got the wheels spinning by winning the
Irish Inter-Varsity title at The European Club.
He followed up with top-4 finishes in both the
Welsh Amateur Strokeplay Championship and
East of Ireland Championship.
He shone again with a first round 67 in Open
qualifying at Gailes Golf Club but slipped a gear
with a second round 77 to miss out on a place in
The Open Championship at St. Andrews.
Alex attended the weekend of The Open as a
spectator, witnessing Paul Dunne’s remarkable
performance, and the following week he
produced a stunning performance of his own at
the ‘Home of Golf’ to win the Boyd Quaich
Memorial Tournament.
It was a real thrill for him to play and win at
St. Andrews the week after The Open with the
grandstands still up and the pins in their Sunday
positions.
Alex was one of four debutants on the Irish
team that successfully defended the Home
Internationals at Royal Portrush in August.
A week later he was runner-up to Tiarnan
McLarnon (Massereene) in the AIG Irish Amateur
Close Championship in Tramore and immediately
followed this by winning the Irish Youths title at
Moyola Park.
Indeed, he ended the season on a real high.
In October he finished runner-up to Darin
Goldstein in the prestigious Nassau Invitational
and featured on the winning Irish team in the
13th Carey Cup match against the Metropolitan
Golf Association of New York at Metedeconk
National.
And he rounded off a remarkable year by
retaining his Irish Inter-Varsity title at Rosslare in
November.
There’s little time for rest and reflection. It’s
onwards and upwards for Alex with fresh
challenges in 2016 already coming into sharp
focus. The winter months will be spent
developing his fitness and fine-tuning his game
under John Langan’s expert eye.
The sky’s the limit for this soaring star.
Alex at the Leopardstown Golf Centre
with his proud mother Carolyn

Coach and player reflect on a great year

Alex and his coach John Langan
have a great understanding

C

oaching an exceptional talent can
be a very satisfying yet challenging
experience for a sports coach.
John Langan is one such coach.
Over a number of years he has
developed an excellent understanding
and bond with Alex Gleeson, a star pupil
who is on course to scale great heights
in the game.
Reflecting on the impressive strides
Alex has made this year, John points to
an important get-together they had
twelve months ago to review Alex’s
progress.
He recalls, “Back in November 2014
we sat down and talked about Alex’s
game. We discussed where we felt
improvement could be made. One
particular area was his short game, as
Alex needed to improve his control of
ball flight trajectory and spin rate.
A technical change we’ve made to his
swing was to shallow out his approach
angle. We achieved this by altering his
address position to improve the way
his wrist action set the club in his
backswing.
We’ve also worked extremely hard on
improving his shot visualisation by

implementing lots of different practice
drills that keep his practice sessions
challenging but, most of all, fun,”
explains the Leopardstown coach.
“It was so positive to hear that during
the Irish Amateur Close Championship
this year Alex referred to the fact that he
had holed-out no fewer than five times
around the green.
Alex has had a brilliant season which
is primarily down to his hunger to
improve all aspects of his game and his
great dedication to applying himself
fully to practice sessions,” Langan added.
Indeed, this dynamic and enduring
relationship is based on player and
coach sharing a commitment to the
highest standards.
John explains, “Alex’s success has
made me see how important it is to keep
improving my own teaching standards
by attending numerous teaching
seminars, one of which took place at
the Titleist Performance Institute in
California this year,. It was a Level 3
course that focuses on resolving physical
restrictions in the golf swing.”
A fine example of player and coach
working in perfect harmony.

Alex celebrates victory in the
2015 Irish Youths Championship
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GET YOUR GAME
IN SHAPE
AT

IRELAND’S
Home of Golf
G

Photos above and below taken
by Pat Cashman
www.cashmanphotography.ie

olfers in the metropolitan area with designs
on getting their game in shape during 2016
have absolutely no excuse in terms of access
to the finest practice and tuition services and
facilities.
Leopardstown Golf Centre, a mecca for game
improvers, is superbly situated in the heart of
Foxrock village just minutes from the M50 Exit.
Ireland’s premier game improvement facility is
within 20-minutes drive of the Red Cow

interchange and equally close to such golfing
hotbeds as Bray, Greystones and Delgany heading
south.
Established since the mid 1960s, the facility has
been developed into a thriving golf, business and
social hub at the heart of the Leopardstown
racecourse complex
The Leopardstown Centre attracts thousands of
golfing enthusiasts every week. The emphasis is on
providing the total golf experience - and excellent
value for money - in a welcoming family
environment.
Golfers of all ages, aspirations and skill levels
have access to great driving range and short game
practice facilities, along with a complete suite of
game improvement services provided by the
resident team of PGA professionals.
The Golf Centre is a hive of activity every day of
the week with the lovely 18-hole course always
busy and a joy to play, while the excellent array of
game improvement facilities attract everyone from
golfing novices and club golfers to accomplished
amateurs and professionals.
The multi-faceted state-of-the-art facility is on
a par with the finest game improvement centres
in Europe. It is paradise for game improvers, who
can indulge their passion for the game in a variety
of ways.
Left: Pure Golf Leopardstown PGA professional Michael Allan
in the private tuition bays on the upper level of the driving
range.
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Driving range...
Practice from morning to evening in the fully
automated 74-bay floodlit driving range, with
attractive bay dividers offering greater privacy as
you work on your game.
The driving range features new distance
markers, Power Tee ball dispensing technology and
mirrors on the back walls behind each bay that
allow golfers to check and admire their swing!

Putting is a science and the Leopardstown Academy
has it down to a fine art

Tour-spec short game area...
Avail of the centre’s floodlit tour-spec allweather short game practice facility, which offers
great value at just €5 for 45-minutes or €100 for
annual membership.
Putting studio...
You can introduce a real cutting edge to your
short game and make some intriguing discoveries
by booking a course of lessons in the centre’s
dedicated Putting Studio.
Putting is a science and the Pure Golf
Leopardstown Academy has it down to a fine art.
Every last detail about your putting stroke can be
analysed using the revolutionary technology
available in the studio.
Professional tuition...
The mix of skills amongst the four experienced
resident Leopardstown PGA professionals - Michael
Allan, Michael Kavanagh, John Langan and Donal
Scott - creates a fantastic game improvement
environment.
The upper tier of the driving range has private
bays for group and individual tuition and there are
two fully equipped golf academy rooms offering
the latest tuition technology.

Photo of
Leopardstown coach
Donal Scott

McGuirks Golf

McGuirks Golf...
McGuirks Golf, established at the adjacent
racecourse complex for many years, now also
operate a spacious retail outlet for lady golfers at
the Golf Centre. They also offer a custom fitting
service at the centre which allows golfers to enjoy
the benefits of getting their clubs and golf ball
customised.
continued...
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PERFECT GIFT SOLUTIONS
FOR ALL OCCASIONS

COURTOWN
GOLF CLUB
Extends a warm welcome to
Leopardstown golfers
Come and play our lovely 18-hole course
situated just 40-mns from Dublin.

OFFER TO LEOPARDSTOWN GROUPS
MONDAY - FRIDAY

NOVEMBER 2015 to MARCH 2016 (inc)

18-holes of golf and tea/scones

€20pp (based on group of 15 or more)
Quote Leopardstown Golf News
when booking to avail of this SPECIAL OFFER

Also now taking Group Bookings for 2016

COURTOWN GOLF CLUB
KILTENNEL, GOREY, CO. WEXFORD.

For Bookings / Enquiries...
Tel: 053-9425166 or 053-9425860
Email: info@courtowngolfclub.com

www.courtowngolfclub.com
6
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Practice makes perfect at the

LEOPARDSTOWN
GOLF CENTRE
DRIVING RANGE GIFT CARD
SPECIFIC TO THE DRIVING RANGE
WITH VALUES FROM €50 UPWARDS
AND TOP-UP OPTION

SHORT GAME MEMBERSHIP CARD
PROVIDING ACCESS TO ALL-WEATHER
TOUR SPEC SHORT GAME FACILITY.
€100 FOR AN ENTIRE YEAR

CONTACT RECEPTION

A visit to the range after work is a
great way to unwind and get those
golfing juices flowing

LEOPARDSTOWN GOLF CENTRE
Ireland’s Premier
Game Improvement Centre

* State-of-the-art floodlit driving range
* 18-hole golf course
* Excellent practice & tuition facilities
staffed by PGA professionals
* All-weather short game practice area
* Dedicated Putting Studio
* Custom fitting services
* McGuirks Golf ladies retail outlet
* Golfino fashion shop
* 100-seater restaurant
* TierOne - Financial Services

GREEN FEE RATES (18 Holes)

EMBRACE TUITION AND PRACTICE

Y

ou may wonder why top amateurs
you‘ll see that they’re very structured.
and professionals devote so much
Generally they will ease into a practice
time to honing their skills on the
session and gradually work their way
practice ground when they are so good
through the short irons, long irons and
anyway.
metal clubs. Then the focus turns to their
Quite simply, they are striving to
short game and, crucially, quality time is
become better golfers.
spent developing feel and pace on the
Game improvement on any level will
practice putting green.
not just happen. It requires a commitment
Of course, many club golfers lead busy
and all of the top golfers realise that the
lives with work, family and other
more they work at
commitments, so
Game improvement on any
their game the
finding time for
better they are likely
practice can be
level will not just happen.
to become.
challenging. The key
The same applies
is to embrace
It requires a commitment.
to club golfers,
practice and treat it
irrespective of skill levels. Great strides can
as a key component in your golfing life,
be made by devoting even a little time
just like regular exercise in normal daily
each week to game improvement.
living.
And if you’re going to make that
A visit to the driving range before or
commitment you are likely to derive
after work - or before a round of golf - is a
greater benefits in the long run by
great way to unwind and keep those
embracing professional tuition and
golfing juices flowing.
introducing a little bit of structure and
Time spent on the driving range and
variety to the time you spend improving
short-game practice area can be very
your skills.
productive and a lot fun as you begin to
If you observe top golfers practising
see an improvement in your skills.

www.leopardstowngolfcentre.com

Visit new PURE GOLF website
To discover everything there is
to know about the services
and facilities provided by the
Leopardstown Golf Centre’s
team of PGA professionals
log-on to...

Adults.................................................................................€15
Students & Seniors.....................................................€12
Juniors (aged 10-16 yrs)..........................................€10
Twilight Rate (after 7pm) .......................................€10

DRIVING RANGE
Special Offer - Large Basket.....................................€6
(Special Offer only available from 8am-4pm
Mon-Fri, incl Bank Holiday Mondays)

Loyalty Card (top-up as you wish)

ALL-WEATHER PRACTICE FACILITY
Short game practice (45 mins)..............................€5
Annual Membership Card..................................€100

DEDICATED PUTTING STUDIO
Make great discoveries about the art of
putting with a course of lessons from a resident
Leopardstown PGA professional in the centre's
dedicated putting studio.

JUNIOR GOLF
Contact reception for details of tuition
programmes for boys and girls

LADIES MEMBERSHIP
Contact reception to enquire about joining
one of the centre’s 26 ladies societies

GOLF CENTRE OPENING HOURS:
Monday to Friday
8am-10pm
Weekends & Bank Holiday (Mon)
8am - 7pm
Tel: 01-2895341

To enquire about
and book tuition
at the Pure Golf
Leopardstown
Academy...

Tel:
01-2897452

www.puregolfireland.com
LEOPARDSTOWN GOLF NEWS
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inhee Park (Friday Flyers) served notice
during the qualifying rounds that she
was well capable of winning the 2015
Leopardstown Ladies Golfer of the Year
title.
She secured a place in the grand final
with an impressive return of 21-pts playing
off 34 handicap in her society’s third and
final qualifier in May.
She was one of eleven participants to
break 20-pts in the hotly-contested GOY
qualifying rounds.
Jinhee’s handicap tumbled to 28 by the
time the final came around in September
and, with her game in the groove, she had
every reason to be quietly confident.
After a steady start in the final, she
burst into life around the turn. A sizzling
performance on the back nine, including
grandstand pars at the last two holes, gave
Jinhee a tally of 38-pts to become the sixth
winner of the Spanish Tourism sponsored
title.
Scoring was impressive amongst the
front runners. Fiona McDonagh (Friday
Fillies) edged out Joan Dowling (Saturday
Strollers) for runner-up spot. Both were
models of consistency, posting scores of
36-pts. Fiona shaded it with a slightly
stronger back nine.
At the presentation Gonzalo Ceballos
and Kathryn MacDonnell (Spanish Tourist
Office, Ireland) thanked each society for
participating in the event and encouraged
Leopardstown’s lady golfers to visit
www.spain.info and discover Spain.

Gonzalo Ceballos (Director,
Spanish Tourist Office, Ireland)
with 2015 GOY winner Jinhee Park
at the prize presentation

Sun shines on Jinhee in
Spanish Tourism GOY final
Spanish Tourism
confirms 2016
GOY sponsorship
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O

ver the course of its six years
sponsoring the Leopardstown
Ladies Golfer of the Year event, the
Spanish Tourist Office has availed of these
opportunities to showcase the quality and
variety of Spain’s golf product.
Since 2010 the GOY event has been
hosted by the Spanish Tourist Office in
conjunction with various tourism partners.
The competition has featured magnificent
top prizes to the Catalunya region, Tenerife,
La Cala Resort, Costa Brava, Andalucia and
Costa Daurada.
The Costa Daurada is a beautiful
coastline, just south of Barcelona in north
eastern Spain. It is an emerging and
enticing golf holiday destination where
this year’s GOY winner, Jinhee Park, will
enjoy a short break.

Jinhee was presented with a voucher
that includes flights, car hire and three
nights stay for two in the Hotel Monica in
Cambrils, with golf at Club de Golf Reus
Aiguesverds and Campo Golf Costa
Dorada (pictured opposite).
And the good news is that the
Spanish Tourist Office has confirmed that
it is renewing its sponsorship of the
Leopardstown Ladies GOY competition for
a seventh year in 2016.
An announcement will be made
shortly regarding the 2016 event,
including details of the featured
destination.
Special thanks to the Spanish Tourist Office in
Ireland and the Costa Daurada Tourist Board for
kindly sponsoring the 2015 GOY competition.

Leopardstown Ladies GOY
- 2015 FINALISTS -

Above: Joe O’Connor (General Manager, Leopardstown Golf Centre), Kathryn MacDonnell (Travel Trade
Manager, Spanish Tourist Office, Ireland) and Gonzalo Ceballos (Director, Spanish Tourist Office, Ireland) at
the 2015 Leopardstown Ladies GOY final with prizewinners Fiona McDonagh (left), Jinhee Park (3rd from
right) and Joan Dowling (right).
Below: Joan O’Donnell (Captain, Leopardstown Ladies Club) and Kathryn MacDonnell (Spanish
Tourist Office) accompanied Friday Drivers participants Carmel Gillen and Bernie O’Donnell in the Ladies
GOY final.

MONDAY CLUB
Mary Browne & Oonagh Young
MONDAY MAGS
Deirdre Milligan & Claire Breslin
MONDAY MARVELS
Carmel Byrne & Hilary Magee
MONDAY STRIKERS
Geraldine Shalvey & Bernadette Pritchard
MONDAY WEDGEWOODS
Pauline Corley & Natalie Saunders
TUESDAY BLAZERS
Patricia Moloney & Anne Condon
TUESDAY EAGLES
Gertrude Walsh & Joan Morrissey
TUESDAY LARKS
Mary O’Callaghan & Susan Calthorp
TUESDAY SWALLOWS
Mary Holland & Mary Oliver
WEDNESDAY HOTSHOTS
Rose Devine & Pamela Moiselle
WEDNESDAY IRON LADIES
Marian Judge & Annette Kenny
WEDNESDAY LADIES
Marie Upton & Sue Gilloway
WEDNESDAY WONDERS
Vivienne Browne & Patricia Donovan
THURSDAY BELLES
Geraldine O’Neill & Angela Mullins
THURSDAY BIRDIES
Flick Kavanagh & Gina Paz
THURSDAY SWINGERS
Sarah Murray & Sheila Waters
THURSDAY TIGERS
Anne Cooke & Phyllis O’Connor
FRIDAY DRIVERS
Carmel Gillen & Bernie O’Donnell
FRIDAY FALCONS
Dolores Brennan & Annette Davey
FRIDAY FILLIES
Fiona McDonagh & Kathleen Dillon
FRIDAY FLYERS
Mabel McGowan & Jinhee Park
SATURDAY FAIRWAYS
Cathy O’Connor & Margaret O’Loughlin
SATURDAY SIGNETS
Mary Aherne & Mary Bird
SATURDAY STROLLERS
Joan Dowling & Geraldine McDermott
SATURDAY SWIFTS
Helen Maher & Deirdre Traver

Leopardstown Ladies
Golfer of the Year
Spanish Tourism champions
2010 – Glenda Grehan
(Thursday Tigers)

2011 – Elaine Hartigan
(Thursday Tigers)

2012 – Niamh Flanagan
(Tuesday Swallows)

2013 – Jean Corrigan
(Wednesday Hotshots)

2014 – Sue Gilloway
Campo Golf Costa Dorado,
Costa Daurada, Spain
Pic courtesy of Spanish Tourist Office

(Wednesday Ladies)

2015 – Jinhee Park
(Friday Flyers)

LEOPARDSTOWN GOLF NEWS 9

POWERSCOURT

T

GREAT OPTIONS FOR LEOPARDSTOWN SOCIETIES

A

choice of twenty-seven golf courses in beautiful
settings, excellent hospitality and outstanding value
combine to make County Wicklow one of the country’s
most attractive golfing destinations.
For Leopardstown golfers there is the added appeal of
close proximity to this golfing wonderland.
On these pages a selection of attractive venues in the
Garden County extend a warm welcome to Leopardstown
golfers and societies during 2016.

Contact details for
featured golf clubs

here are locations for golf which are
absolutely perfect in every sense and
Powerscourt Golf Club is blessed with
a truly inspirational setting.
The views, ambience and landscaping
are simply spectacular. Little wonder this
famous 1,000 acre estate has been chosen
as a location for so many Hollywood films
and named amongst the top-3 Estate
Gardens in the world.
The resort’s two immaculately presented
18-hole championship golf courses - simply
styled The East and West - blend beautifully
into the spectacular surroundings and
provide an exhilarating experience.
Visiting golfers are welcome seven days
a week, with a choice of tee times, and full
greens are in play all year round.
The two courses, bordered by buggy
paths, are complemented by a spacious
state-of-the-art clubhouse that serves as an
exceptional venue for golfing, business and
social events.
Powerscourt Golf Club prides itself on
offering a top quality experience where
award winning golf, delectable cuisine and
friendly professional service are par for the
course.
Golfing packages can be tailored to suit
any requirements throughout the year, and
all enquiries are most welcome.

POWERSCOURT
Golf Club

Bray Golf Club (01-2763200)
www.braygolfclub.com
Djouce Golf Club (01-2818585)
www.djoucegolfclub.com
Old Conna Golf Club (01-2826055)
www.oldconna.com
Powerscourt Golf Club (01-2046033)
www.powerscourtgolfclub.com
Woodbrook Golf Club (01-2824799)
www.woodbrook.ie
Woodenbridge Golf Club (0402-35202)
www.woodenbridge.ie

SOCIETY ORGANISERS...
Please mention Leopardstown Golf News if you are making
enquiries or group bookings at any of the six featured clubs.
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WINTER/SPRING PACKAGES
With two stunning championship courses,
immaculate greens and outstanding clubhouse
facilities, Powerscourt is an exceptional venue
for your next round of golf.
Enjoy a range of great value golf packages including:

• Breakfast Special: Golf and a full Irish
breakfast €49pp
• Sugar Loaf Package: Golf, chicken curry
and pint €55pp
• Pegasus Package: Golf, steak, tea/coffee €60pp
All packages are available Monday to Sunday
from 9am until 31st March 2016.

FOR BOOKINGS AND ENQUIRIES CALL 01 204 6033
POWERSCOURT GOLF CLUB, ENNISKERRY,
COUNTY WICKLOW.
WWW.POWERSCOURTGOLFCLUB.COM

C

WOODBROOK

W

WOODBROOK
WOODBROOK G
GOLF
OLF CLUB
CLUB
s Famous 18-hole championship course
s Excellent dining & clubhouse facilities
s Superb venue for golf & a variety of social occasions
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www.Woodbrook.ie

oodbrook is part of the fabric of
Irish golf, a venue steeped in
history and renowned for its
welcoming and hospitable embrace.
Visitors return time and time again
to enjoy the club’s hospitality and
magnificent facilities.
A round on this delightful clifftop
course provides an opportunity to walk
in the footsteps of ten British Open
champions who have taken part in
professional tournaments at Woodbrook
over the years...Fred Daly, Bobby Locke,
Max Faulkner, Kel Nagle, Peter Thomson,
Bob Charles, Roberto De Vicenzo, Gary
Player, Tony Jacklin and Tom Watson.
Much has changed in the golfing world
over the years, yet Woodbrook retains the
charm and character of its glorious
past and it has embraced change
seamlessly. The club has invested heavily
in a course and clubhouse refurbishment
programme, and the transformation is
remarkable.
A thrilling championship course that’s
easy on the legs and so pleasing to the
eye, impressive clubhouse facilities and
keen green fee rates create a very
attractive option for event organisers and
casual green fee visitors.
Enquiries to: 01-2824799.

BRAY

B
BRAY GOLF CLUB

A golfing experience that is spectacular in every aspect
Our beautiful 18-hole
parkland course and
excellent clubhouse
facilities at the
gateway to the ‘Garden
of Ireland' serve as a
very attractive option
for both members and
visiting golfers.

WINTER OFFERS
Green Fee €20pp or
€60 for a Fourball

GIFT VOUCHERS
Valid on Mondays, Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Fridays for
12 mths from date of purchase

SOCIETIES
& GOLF GROUPS
Enquire about our 9-hole and
18-hole group offers. Food and
buggy options can be added
when tailoring your package.
FREE FOURBALL VOUCHER FOR
GROUPS OF 16 OR MORE.

For all 2016 enquiries and bookings contact the office at

BRAY GOLF CLUB

Greystones Road, Bray, Co. Wicklow.
Tel: 01-2763200 Fax: 01-2763262 Email: info@braygolfclub.com

ray Golf Club has a rich history
dating back to its foundation in 1897.
For over 100 years members and
guests enjoyed the club’s charming
facilities in the heart of the town.
The move to a stunning new location
at the Kilruddery Estate on the Greystones
Road in 2003 marked the start of an
exciting new era.
Today the club boasts a magnificent
18-hole parkland course set in spectacular
surroundings between Bray Head and the
Sugarloaf Mountain with great views of
Killiney Bay and the Wicklow Mountains.
The course is a joy to play. A tiered
effect for the fairways largely negates the
effect of the sloping site. Indeed, many
holes are relatively flat and it’s fun
negotiating the various doglegs, bunkers
and other striking features.
Bray Golf Club also offers members and
visitors alike a warm and inviting
ambience. The spacious clubhouse
incorporates the popular Ravenswell
Restaurant, a superb function facility that
caters for up to 140 people.
The whole package is very appealing to
members and their guests, and to
organisers of society outings, business
events and social occasions.
For bookings contact: 01-2763200.
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WOODENBRIDGE

W
OLD CONNA

A

delightful 18-hole parkland course in
idyllic surroundings bearing the late
Eddie Hackett’s distinctive design style,
excellent hospitality and a keen pricing
structure combine to make a visit to
Old Conna Golf Club a most enjoyable
experience.
The Old Conna estate on the Ferndale
Road in Bray provides magnificent
panoramic views and the golf course has
matured beautifully since its opening in
1987. It is defined by exceptional wooded
terrain and a great variety of trees and
shrubs imported from around the world by
the original owners of the estate.
The bright and comfortable clubhouse
is a relaxing environment for socialising
after your round and the club is served by a
busy, well-stocked pro shop.
It is a lovely venue for society outings
and a busy programme of open events
provides many other opportunities to visit.
For bookings contact: 01-2826055.

A WARM WELCOME
AWAITS VISITORS AT

GOLF CLUB
FERNDALE ROAD, BRAY

SOCIETIES & GREEN FEES
WELCOME
For details & offers visit
www.oldconna.com
For bookings

TELEPHONE: 01.2826055
Email: info@oldconna.com

DJOUCE

D

jouce Golf Club, situated in north Wicklow and founded in
1990, has become established as a popular venue for group
outings and casual fourballs.
Here golfers can enjoy a pleasant and affordable round of golf
on a fine, flat parkland course in a scenic setting.
The course presents a fair and interesting challenge for golfers
of all standards. It measures 6,455-yards from the men’s markers
and 5327-yards for ladies.
After your round of golf you can relax in a comfortable
clubhouse incorporating the Grange Kitchen dining facility with
delightful views of the 1st fairway.
Located just 20 minutes from the Leopardstown Golf Centre and
8 minutes from the N11 on the Roundwood road, Djouce Golf Club
extends a warm welcome to Leopardstown golfers.

oodenbridge Golf Club is, quite
simply, heaven on earth. Time
seems to stand still in this glorious
setting which the legendary Joe Carr once
described as “Ireland’s Augusta and
probably the most scenic golf course in
Ireland.”
Whether you are visiting for the first
time or enjoying the experience for the
umpteenth time, Woodenbridge always has
a captivating effect.
The stunning course, which dates back
to 1884, is surrounded by rivers and mature
forest. The Avoca & Aughrim rivers come
into play on ten holes. It is a course that
provides lots of thrills and spills.
Woodenbridge is one of Ireland’s nicest
settings for golf and, significantly, it has
featured amongst the country’s finest
parkland courses in the five biennial course
ranking polls conducted by Backspin
magazine since 2008.
The off-course facilities are equally
impressive with the charming clubhouse
providing an inviting sanctuary for aprés
golf dining and relaxation.
Groups are warmly welcomed and
there’s the option of planning an overnight
stay with a hotel situated right at the
entrance to the golf club.
Enquiries to: 0402-35202.

Enjoy a golf course, setting and society outing
second to none at Leinster’s hidden gem

Societies most
welcome every day
including weekends

Djouce Golf Club
NORTH WICKLOW

(8-minutes from the N11 and
20-minutes from Leopardstown Golf Centre)

Leopardstown golfers...make a date to come
and enjoy our lovely flat 9-hole parkland
course and comfortable clubhouse facilities,
including The Grange Kitchen.

NOW TAKING SOCIETY
BOOKINGS FOR 2016
Very competitive rates!

A PERFECT VENUE FOR YOUR CAPTAIN'S AWAY DAY IN 2016

Vale of Avoca, Arklow, Co. Wicklow.

Green Fees: 9 Holes - €10; 18 holes - €15.

Tel: 0402.35202

For more information & bookings visit

Email: reception@woodenbridge.ie

www.djoucegolfclub.com
Tel: 01.2818585 Email: djoucegolfclub@gmail.com
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www.woodenbridge.ie

Stage
Above: Carol Brill
loosens-up on the
range before a
group coaching
session with
Leopardstown
PGA professional
John Langan.

Visually impaired golf enthusiasts
making their mark on the fairways

G

Right: Carol Brill

CADDIES/GUIDES:
The Irish Blind Golf Society
welcomes enquiries from
people who would be
interested in guiding visually
impaired golfers at its society
outings.
For details and contact form
visit www.irishblindgolf.eu

olf is a wonderful sport that provides
great enjoyment and opportunities.
That’s certainly the spirit embraced by a
group of visually impaired golfers who
assemble regularly at the Golf Centre for
coaching sessions with Leopardstown PGA
professional John Langan.
John contacted the Irish Blind Golf Society
three years ago to offer his coaching services
free of charge. Complimentary golf balls are
provided by the centre.
On a damp autumn evening there was
a real buzz amongst the group on the range
as they got into the swing of things and
spoke enthusiastically about their recent

participation in a prestigious international
event in Italy.
The Irish Blind Golf Society provides
members with opportunities to play in
regular outings at clubs locally and in such
events as the British Blind Golf Open, Irish
Blind Golf Open and the Celtic Cup.
There’s a strong bond and competitive
spirit amongst the members with Joe
Lonergan toasted as “Most Improved Player”
last year, Patrick Morgan vying with Ed
Maguire and Wally Roode for this year’s
GOY title, and sweet-swinging Carol Brill, the
lone lady member, making great strides in just
her second year playing golf.

Main photo above shows Irish Blind Golf Society members Gus Sealy, Adrian Downey, Carol Brill,
Joe Lonergan, Jimmy Murray and Patrick Morgan on the range with resident Leopardstown PGA
professional John Langan (third from right) and Patrick's father Pat Morgan (right).

Timeless style
is par for the
course at

GOLFINO

Marita Klinkenberg (right) and Susan Cronin discuss GOLFINO’s fashion
collections.
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Leopardstown lady golfers can
support a major new drive to
grow the game in Ireland by
encouraging family members
and friends to take-up golf

It’s boom time
for ladies golf
in Ireland and
a new initiative
is set to boost
participation
levels...

A

s host venue to the Solheim Cup in 2011 and
the Curtis Cup in 2016, these are exciting times
for ladies golf in Ireland.
And things are set to get even better with a new
joint initiative involving golf’s governing bodies in
Ireland, England, Scotland and Wales geared to boost
participation levels amongst women and girls across
Great Britain and Ireland.
The four countries together had just over 171,000
female golf club members last year, compared to
952,000 men. But evidence from England Golf’s
‘Get into Golf’ campaign shows significant interest
from women who want to play the game.
The joined-up approach will see each country
take a lead in one aspect of growing the game and
they will all share ideas and good practice.
Ireland will focus on participation programmes;
England will deal with marketing; Scotland will
consider governance and equality; and Wales will
explore shorter, fun formats and competitive
opportunities.
The collaboration will build on the success of the

There is a great

#ThisGirlGolfs video campaign.
David Joy, CEO of England Golf, commented: “The
huge interest around the Solheim Cup helps us to
further spread the message that golf really is a great
game for women and girls - it’s healthy, sociable, fun
and competitive. By working together we can do this
very effectively across Great Britain and Ireland and
we all feel that our collaborative approach will be
critical to the success of growing women and girls’
golf.
Sinead Heraty, Chief Executive of the Irish Ladies
Golf Union, remarked: “There is no doubt that the
profile of women’s sports had improved significantly
in recent years and that is creating an opportunity for
golf to attract women and girls to the sport.
“In addition the image of golf is changing to
reflect a modern society and the golf organisations
are embracing this change. There is a great appetite
for women and girls to take up golf as a sport for life,
and by the national organisations working together
we will meet the demand that is clearly visible,”
added Sinead.

Golf really is a

appetite for

great game for

women and girls

women and girls -

to take up golf as

its healthy,

a sport for life.

sociable, fun and
competitive

– SINEAD HERATY,
Chief Executive, ILGU

– DAVID JOY,
CEO, England Golf

Right: The Solheim Cup is one of
golf’s showpiece events.

Leopardstown
membership
opportunities
for lady golfers
The ILGU-affiliated
Leopardstown Ladies Club
and the centre’s 25 ladies
societies welcome new
members for the year ahead.
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O

ver the years thousands of women and girls have
taken their first steps in the wonderful world of
golf at the Leopardstown Golf Centre.
Ireland’s premier game improvement facility fulfils
an important role in driving ladies golf forward and
always welcomes new society members.
The centre is ‘home’ to 25 established ladies
societies and the ILGU-affiliated Leopardstown Ladies
Golf Club, which combine to create playing
opportunities and a lively social scene for over 2,500
enthusiasts every week.
It is by far the largest community of lady golfers
under ‘one roof’ in Irish golf and it is a concept that
works extremely well.
There are excellent organisational structures in
place with each society having its own committee and
social secretary.

Each society has a fixed tee-time slot on a specific
day between Monday and Saturday each week on the
superbly maintained 18-hole golf course, which means
that members can plan their golf in advance.
*****
The Leopardstown Ladies Golf Club, formed and
affiliated to the ILGU in 2007, is a separate entity,
although it embraces members of many of the local
ladies societies. It has a busy programme of events,
many of which take place on Sundays between March
and October.
With an established membership there is a strong
social dimension to the Leopardstown Ladies Club and
it is run very efficiently with an online tee-time booking
system.
Contact reception for full details regarding
membership opportunities for lady society golfers.

Left: Iron Ladies members
Anne Kerr and Marian
Judge set for action at
Gramacho

Right: Linda Ryan,
Audrey Kenny and
Denise Sampson
relaxing aprés golf

Iron Ladies break fresh
ground during 21st year

South Beach Hotel

T

he Iron Ladies broke fresh ground recently
by embarking on their first ever trip abroad,
led by the society’s 21st captain, Mary
Burke.
The fun-filled Algarve itinerary included golf
at lovely Gramacho and Alto Club, discovering
the delightful local gastronomy, and soaking-up
the rays at the new Pestana Alvor South Beach
hotel.
Pestana is a major player in the Portuguese
hospitality industry and its attractive new
South Beach hotel is an ideal destination for golf
groups.
Guests enjoy a ‘feeling of Florida’ at this fresh,
modern, vibrant boutique hotel. The facilities are
presented in an Art deco style and the hotel
enjoys a great location next to Alvor beach and
near famous Três Irmãos beach.

Above: Winners of the Scramble, Pearl Jenkins, Eileen
Gilroy, Anne O'Dea and Mary Burke (Society Captain).
Anne also won the singles.
Below: Other Iron Ladies Algarve prizewinners Breda
Flynn, Linda Ryan and Avril Kelly.

For details regarding
Pestana’s various hotels
and the new
Pestana Alvor South Beach hotel
visit...

www.pestana.com
and

www.pestana.com/alvor-south-beach
Pestana Alvor South Beach Hotel

Societies welcome new lady members
LEOPARDSTOWN LADIES GOLF CLUB (ILGU AFFILIATED)
Monday Marvels
Monday Strikers
Monday Club
Monday Wedgewoods
Monday Mags

Wednesday Ladies
Wednesday Iron Ladies
Wednesday Hot Shots
Wednesday Wonders

Friday Flyers
Friday Drivers
Friday Fillies
Friday Falcons

Tuesday Eagles
Tuesday Blazers
Tuesday Larks
Tuesday Swallows

Thursday Swingers
Thursday Birdies
Thursday Tigers
Thursday Belles

Saturday Swifts
Saturday Fairways
Saturday Strollers
Saturday Signets

Join a ladies society
and get into the
swing with regular
competitions and
great social events!

Enquire at
reception
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This magazine is also available online at
www.backspingolfmagazine.com

Fundraiser for Children’s Hospital

E

ach year the Leopardstown Ladies Golf Club arranges a fund-raising event in aid of a different
cause, with the Children’s Medical & Research Foundation at Our Lady’s Children’s Hospital in
Crumlin the latest charity to benefit.

Finance matters

T

ier One Prudential Limited, a financial
services company based at the
Leopardstown Golf Centre, specialises in
providing clients with focused financial and
investment solutions.
For more details visit www.tierone.ie

Pictured above, at the Tier One office in the Golf
Centre, l-to-r, Frank Conway, Donal O’Brien and Kevin
Coghlan (Managing Director).

Pictured above at the cheque presentation recently were committee members Ann O’Dwyer, Noreen Colleran,
Joan O’Donnell, Anne Cooke, Alan Higgins (Our Lady’s Children’s Hospital, Crumlin), Geraldine Vance, Sheelagh
Hickey and Deirdre Burke.

Ladies...
get into
the swing
with PING

T

he sponsors wish to thank all societies
and individual members who took part
in the 4th PING Festival of Ladies Golf
this year.
To view PING’s innovative Rhapsody
range - which is exclusively engineered
for lady golfers - log onto...

www.ping.com

Leopardstown racing fixtures
DECEMBER
Saturday 26th – Tuesday 29th: Leopardstown Christmas Festival

Photo courtesy of Leopardstown Racecourse

JANUARY

FEBRUARY

Sunday 17th
Leopardstown Handicap Hurdle
Sunday 24th
BHP Insurance Irish Champion Hurdle

Saturday 6th
Irish Gold Cup
Sunday 28th
National Hunt Finale

www.leopardstown.com

GENERAL MANAGER
Joe O’Connor
ASSISTANT MANAGER
Dermot McCarthy
RECEPTION
Anne Gibney
Patricia McNamee
Fiona Daly
Alan Cleere
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Foxrock, Dublin 18.
Tel: 289 5341 Pro Shop: 289 7452
Fax: 207 0630
Email: info@leopardstowngolfcentre.com

www.leopardstowngolfcentre.com

LEOPARDSTOWN
PGA PROFESSIONALS
Michael Allan
Michael Kavanagh
John Langan
Donal Scott
GOLF COURSE
SUPERINTENDENT
Dave Walby
RESTAURANT MANAGER
Phyllis Campbell

Enjoy traditional links golf at

St. Anne’s
Golf Club

Bull Island Nature Reserve, Dollymount, Dublin 5
Play golf on your own private island
on a famous links course which offers
delightful panoramic views of Howth
Head and across Dublin Bay to the
Wicklow mountains.

* St. Anne’s is a natural links course in a tranquil setting
that represents an excellent test of golf
* Unrivalled location just 5 miles from Dublin city centre
and convenient to Dublin Airport
* Enjoy a warm welcome and spectacular state-of-the-art clubhouse

Please quote ‘Leopardstown Ladies’ to avail of a
€5 reduction off our Society prices for 2016, or avail
of complimentary tea/coffee and scones on arrival.

Visit www.stanneslinksgolf.com or telephone 01-8336471
NEW
FOR 2016
Ranked amongst Ireland’s
top-20 parkland courses in
Backspin magazine’s 2014 poll

Golf Academy
including
Short Game area
& 12 Bay Driving
Range

WINTER SPECIAL OFFERS
Monday & Tuesday - Senior rate €15
Every Wednesday - Open Singles €20

WINTER STAY & PLAY DEAL
€59 for 1 night B&B at the Millrace Hotel
and 1 round of golf at Bunclody
Now taking group bookings for 2016

Leopardstown golfers welcome
‘Discover the Glasson Experience’ (just over 1 Hour from both Dublin and Galway)
– call us on 090 64 85120 or email info@glassoncountryhouse.ie for special Society Offers

TREAT YOURSELVES TO A GAME / STAY AT ONE OF IRELAND’S
MOST SCENIC & ENJOYABLE GOLF RESORTS

BOOK NOW!
CARRIGDUFF, BUNCLODY, CO. WEXFORD
Tel: +353 (0)53 9374444
Email: proshop@bunclodygfc.ie

www.bunclodygfc.ie

CALL US ON +353 (0) 906 485120
OR EMAIL info@glassoncountryhouse.ie
FOR SPECIAL SOCIETY OFFERS

GLASSON, ATHLONE, CO.WESTMEATH.

2011 IGTOA Golf
Resort of the Year

COMING SOON!

FESTIVAL
FESTIV
VA
AL 2015

26

TH

- 2 9T H D E C E M B

ER

PANORAMIC
SUITE
€120

WINTER
WARMER
€95
AVAILABLE
A
VAILABL
A
LE EVER
EVERY
RY D
DAY
AY

AVAILABLE
A
VA
AILABLE 26TH ONL
ONLY
LY

PRIVATE
SUITE
FROM €124pp
AVAILABLE
A
VAILABLE
A
27th, 28th,
28th 29th

THE
RESTAURANT
€105
AVAILABLE
A
VA
AILABLE 26th & 29th

PAVILION
MEZZANINE
€165
26TH DEC ONL
ONLY
LY
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